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SECTION 1:    DEPARTMENT OFFICERS

DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT – VICKI CYBORON
2454 7TH Ave – Boelus NE  68820 – 402-740-5665
vcyboron@aol.com

Families Accomplishing Rewarding Memories is the starting point of this year.  We have an amazing Nebraska American Legion Family.  Our Family does many wonderful things and what is Accomplished each time we are together makes the most Rewarding Memories for each of us. 

I choose F.A.R.M. for personal reasons.  This is to honor my parents.  I grew up on the farm, and I moved back to the farm from Omaha.  I get to be back in the community where I grew up and reconnect with the families that are there.  The strength of the Boelus community and my family history help along with the motivation of my parents’ strength of being in the Legion Family.  They showed examples of it daily. I want to try to bring that to us each day. 

I am a Paid Up for Life (PUFL) 46-year member of Shipman Mogensen Unit 201 in Boelus, NE and I am eligible for membership in the Auxiliary through the service of my dad. My membership started as a Junior member. I am currently serving as Unit President, and as the Grand Island VA Medical Center Deputy. I served as District Six President for two years, District Historian for two years, and a two-year term as Howard County President. On the Department Level, I have served as Department Vice President, Department Historian, Department Chaplain and Gold Star Chair. Also positions on the Department Level, I served five years on the Finance Committee and three years as Finance Chair. I served a three-year term as President of the Nebraska American Legion Press Association (NE-APLA). I graduated from Midland Lutheran College with a degree in Business Administration. I have been employed at Pitney Bowes Presort Services as a Collection Specialist for eighteen years. I am a member of the Custer County DAV Auxiliary Unit #41, and I am the current Unit Junior Vice Commander. I am Department of Nebraska Past DAV Auxiliary Commander (President 2024-2026). I am a member of Faith Lutheran Church in Nysted and the current treasurer. 

I look forward to working with each of you this upcoming year.  If you need any assistance, please let me know. 

Enjoy this fun quote to remember from my dad. “Every Day is a Good Day, Some Days are Better Than Others” 

Families Accomplishing Rewarding Memories
Vicki L Cyboron

DEPARTMENT VICE PRESIDENT – LORI REIMERS
2011 24TH St – Central City NE  68826 – 402-6041-8636
lljunker66@gmail.com 

My name is Lori Reimers, and I am the Department Vice President this year. I am a proud member of Lester Harder Post 42's Auxiliary in Aurora.  I have been a member since 2010 and am eligible through my husband, Mike, who served in the Air National Guards for 26 1/2 years.  I have been married to Mike for 16 years, a mother of three grown children and a Nana of 8 grandchildren.  I belong to Christ Lutheran Church in Aurora.  

At Unit level I have served as President.  I have also been the District 6 Vice President and President.   I have served as Department Poppy Chair, Chaplain, and Historian.  I am here to serve and help with anything.  Please let me know.


DEPARTMENT HISTORIAN – VICKI COLSON
PO Box 61 – Paxton NE  69155 – 308-289-4836
colson.vicki@yahoo.com

I, Vicki Colson, am eligible for ALA through my husband’s service in the Coast Guard. I am also eligible through my dad, brothers and son. I am a 47 year member of the Hankins-Miller Unit 303 where I have served as treasurer and membership chairman. I have been married to Richard Colson for 55 years and we have five children and soon to be six grandchildren who are all members of the American Legion Family. I am active in our community also at our church and with the public library.
I have served on the District 5 as president and secretary/treasurer.  I have mentored new presidents for our district.  I have served as Department Chaplain and many Department Chairmanships. I am currently your Department Historian, Cavalcade of Memories Chair and Girls State Chair.
Rules for the 2026-2027 History Book and Narrative History contests are included in Section 5: Resources of this book on pages 52-53. 
Please contact Vicki Colson with any questions.

DEPARTMENT CHAPLAIN – LINDSAY BROWN
20 S 41st Street  #111 – Council Bluffs IA  51501 – 402-278-9222
lbrown0825@gmail.com

My name is Lindsay Brown (Mazur), daughter of Garry and Kathy Mazur.  Most will know my mom due to all the work she does for the auxiliary and being a past department president.  My dad Garry and 2 brothers, Michael and Josh are also SAL members with the Gretna 216 Squadron.  

I grew up in Millard and graduated from Gretna High School where I was on the softball team.  After High school I went to Metro community college in Elkhorn Nebraska where I studied Photography and Business. I was raised Catholic and went to St John Vianney in Millard.  I sang in the church youth and adult choir, taught catechism about 10 years, which I loved working with the younger kids on learning our religion.  I went to a week-long Catholic retreat held at the cathedral church in Omaha and then moved up to a counselor and was a counselor for 3 years. I work full time as the casino services manager at Ameristar Casino.  I have been a member of the Gretna Legion Auxiliary Unit 216 for 42 years.  

I am eligible through my grandfather Leonard Koch who served in WWII.  I have done a total of 5 years as our Unit president now doing my 6th year, served 2 years as District 8 Vice President, 2 years as District 8 President, 2 years Secretary/Treasurer of the Sarpy County American Legion Auxiliary and  I look forward to being your Department Chaplain.

The chaplain should attend all meetings and have an opening and closing prayer at each meeting. These prayers may come from any source: Reflections in the quarterly Auxiliary magazine, www.ALAforVeterans.org, self-composed prayers, or those found elsewhere.

As a chaplain, the most important thing for you to remember is that the American Legion Auxiliary does not promote any one religion. We must not offend anyone by promoting our own religion.

Suggested activities:
· Reporting the names of members who are ill and sending them cards
· Sending sympathy cards to family members. If possible, visiting the funeral home and doing a memorial service for the deceased member.
· Being in charge of religious services for the unit.
· Visiting members and veterans in nursing homes or those who are shut-ins.
· Keeping in contact with Gold Star Families and remembering them on holidays.
· Volunteering at community projects.
· Making a prayer book or devotional book. In doing this, encourage member participation.

Ceremonies may be found in the Manual of Ceremonies of American Legion Auxiliary on the National website alaforveterans.org.  Rules for the Prayer Books competition can be found in Section 5: Resources of this book on pages 54-55.  





DEPARTMENT SECRETARY – ROXANNE HIATT
150 NW 40th Street Unit B – Lincoln NE  68528 – 402-466-1808
nealasec@gmail.com

I am Roxanne Hiatt.  In 1964 my mother joined the Auxiliary and at the same time signed my two sisters and me up to become Junior members.  My eligibility is because my grandfather served our country during WWI.  I am a 62-year member of Mette-Reed Unit 270, Venango.

I learned our organizations’ values and instruction through my Junior Leader Betty Dudden.  I have participated in the Unit, County, District and Department Level.  I was Department President for the 2005-2006 year.

I have served on the National Executive Committee, NW Division VA & R, NW Division National Security, NW Division Girls Nation and NW Division Membership.

I served 9 years as Girls State Secretary and was hired in 2020 as the Department Membership Clerk, which I still hold.  After an 18-month opening, I was hired as the Department Secretary and am still serving in this capacity.

I lived and attended K-12 school in Venango.  My husband Harlan and I have two sons, two daughters-in-law and two Junior Auxiliary member granddaughters.  Before our move to Lincoln in 2011, I was employed for 15 years at the Perkins County Veterans’ Service Office.  We enjoy living next door to our son and two granddaughters, Sawyer and Charlee.


DEPARTMENT TREASURER – VICKI OZENBAUGH
150 NW 40th St Unit B – Lincoln NE  68528 – 402-466-1808
ala.ozenbaugh@gmail.com 

As a PUFL member, I am proud to belong to this awesome organization for 49 years. I am eligible through the service of my former husband and call Franklin Unit #193 in Ohiowa my home Unit. I have served and continue to serve at all levels. I was the Department President in 2022-2023. I currently serve as Nebraska’s National Executive Committee person and a member of the National Membership Committee, as well as your Department Treasurer. 

I am a born and raised Nebraska gal and a graduate of the University of Nebraska. My professional career includes a business education teacher, independent sales representative, and a retired USPS postmaster. Being from a very small town (approximately 100 people with no paved streets), I serve on the Chamber of Commerce (treasurer) and Rescue Squad (secretary/treasurer). I belong to St. John’s Lutheran Church, where I am the administrative secretary and Christian Education Chair.

My family includes three married sons and ten grandchildren, plus two granddaughter-in-laws. All live in Nebraska! Keeping me company at my home in the country is my dog, Beau. Together we completed the Poppy 5K Challenge last year!

I enjoy following my grandchildren’s activities.  I am very proud of my grandson, Wyatt, who was just promoted to Sergeant in the Army National Guard. When time allows, I enjoy   traveling, reading, bowling, and the outdoors.
I am dedicated to the American Legion Family and serving our veterans, military, their children, and our communities. My “why”? “Because all who have served and continue to serve did for us; it is the least I can do for them!”


NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – VICKI OZENBAUGH
515 Road 18 – Ohiowa NE  68416 – 402-759-0411
ala.ozenbaugh@gmail.com

As your elected National Executive Committee (NEC) Member, I am Nebraska’s representative of the national governing body of the American Legion Auxiliary with fiduciary,
policy, and strategic responsibility for the organization. My term begins at the close of the 2026 National Convention and ends at the adjournment of the 2027 National Convention. The National Constitution, Bylaws, and Standing Rules govern me. This is my fourth year as Nebraska’s NEC.

The National Executive Committee is comprised of the National President, National Vice President, the five National Division Vice Presidents, National Chaplain, National Historian,
and one NEC member from each Department. The National Secretary and National Treasurer serve with all rights except the right to vote. Nebraska’s Past National President
Carol Van Kirk is a member for life, with all rights except the right to vote.

Nebraska’s NEC alternate is President Vicki Cyboron.  She will serve only in the absence of
me at NEC meetings.

Per our CBSR, I will serve as the DISTINGUISHED GUEST COMMITTEE Chair when a national officer pays an official visit to Nebraska. The 2026-2027 National President Coral May Grout is scheduled to visit Nebraska during our Department Mid-Year Conference, January 15-17 in Grand Island.
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SECTION 2:   PROGRAM CHAIRS & COMMITTEES

ADVISORY COMMITTEE – LISA MOORE, CHAIR
318 N Railroad – Wilber NE  68465 – 402-821-7077
moore1986@hotmail.com

MEMBERS – Amanda Washburn & Ruth Hietbrink

The advisory board is comprised of the 3 past Department Presidents.
Each is assigned a chairmanship.
The Advisory Board is just that.  A group of Past Presidents that are here to answer questions. We also serve as your Human Resource Department.  We handle issues with the office staff.

AMERICANISM – ADELINE HANEL
706 E Sherman St – West Point NE  68788 – 402-380-1528
kahanel@msn.com

I am Adeline Hanel and I have been a proud member of the American Legion Auxiliary, Arthur Mack Unit 70 of West Point, Nebraska for 35 years. I am currently serving as my unit President and have served as president for the past several years. I have also served as Cuming County President, District 3 President, Vice President and Secretary/Treasurer. 

My eligibility to belong to this great Organization is through my husband, Ken. It is a way of honoring him for serving with the Pershing Nuclear in Germany while he was in the US Army during the Cold War Era. It is also a way to honor my father and Ken's father who both served in the US Army during WWII. 

The focus of the Americanism program is to promote patriotism and citizenship through education, flag etiquette, and community activities. It is not just about loyalty to the flag or our country, but about freedom of speech, equal justice under the law, and the right to pursue happiness. 

Let's all help to promote and increase participation in the Americanism Essay Contest. 

This year's theme for the Americanism Essay Contest is "How can you be a beacon of light for our veterans". The cover sheet and guidelines are included in this ABC Book in the Resource Section and can also be found on the Nebraska website. 

What can you do?

Help Promote and increase participation in the Americanism Contest
· Essay title: "How can you be a beacon of light for our veterans" 
· Contact your local schools, local civic organizations, and encourage your junior members and youth in your family and community. 
· Contact your local essay winners and have them be part of your Veterans Day or Memorial Day program by reading their essay. Invite them to join you at a meeting and have them read their winning essay. 
· Share the winners on social media and contact your local media contacts. 
· Department awards are issued per Standing Rules, Section F 
· A $25 cash award will be given to first place in each Class tor the Americanism Essay Contest. 
· A $15 cash award will be given for second place in each class for the Americanism Essay Contest Monetary awards which will be taken from the Histories and Awards, General Fund. 
· Display your flag and encourage others, including businesses, to do the same. 

AMERICANISM AWARDS WITH DEADLINE DATES

Americanism Essay Contest 
Unit winning essays are due to Adeline Hanel by March 15, 2027. Department winning essays are due to national division chairman by April 15, 2027. 

Unit Award: Most Outstanding Unit Americanism Program 
Units are encouraged to submit a narrative describing their Americanism program. Due to Adeline Hanel by May 1, 2027. Winning selection sent to national division chairman postmarked by June 1, 2027, or emailed by 4 pm on June 1, 2027. 

Department Award: Best Department Americanism Program 
Send to national Division Chairman postmarked by June 1, 2027, or emailed by 4 pm on June 1, 2027. 

Americanism Essay Contest Rules and Cover sheet are included in Section 5: Resources in this book on pages 57-58.   Also on the national alaforveterans.org website under Americanism.  

AUXILIARY EMERGENCY FUND (AEF) – LISA MOORE
318 N Railroad – Wilber NE  68465 – 402-821-7077
moore1986@hotmail.com

This year as AEF Chair, I would like to challenge Units, Districts and Juniors to come up with a fun way to raise money to help our fellow members.  AEF is members helping members, and as such we should have a great time raising funds for AEF.  

Come up with something old – new – different and let me know what you did.  Describe our event, how much you raised, if it didn’t work and why?  Other groups can learn from you or borrow what you did.  So, let’s get that thinking cap on and help each other.

Well of course there will be prizes and it isn’t always about the money.  So let me know what you come up with.

CAVALCADE OF MEMORIES – VICKI COLSON, HISTORIAN
PO Box 61 – Paxton NE  69155 – 308-289-4836
colson.vicki@yahoo.com

The Department Cavalcade of Memories is located at the Department Headquarters. The Cavalcade has been preserving our memories with pictures, scrapbooks, pins, and others mementos from the beginning of the Department of Nebraska in 1921.
Units should also have a cavalcade of Memories. You might not have a separate room for your items but you still have items that ell the history of your Unit. 

CHILDREN & YOUTH – TINA NELSON
503 N Brown Ave – Clay Center NE  68933 – 402-469-3367
trnelson81602@gmail.com

I'm a proud PUFL (Paid Up For Life) member of the Auxiliary. I continue to honor the World War II service of both my grandfathers (Lloyd Ginkens Jr & Vilas Jones). 

I'm serving my 2nd term as District 10 President. My District President’s Project is Pocket Talkers for Central Nebraska Veterans Home in Kearney with any extra funds going to the Honorary Junior Presidents Project. 

Even though I don't have children (by choice) I still enjoy working with youth in our organization and in my community. I have big shoes to fill as my predecessor Julie Schnitzler did some amazing things to get units active in this program. 

The thing I am looking forward to the most is the Good Deed and Youth Hero Awards. For more information and the link to submit a nomination search https://member.legion-aux.org/youth-hero-good-deed-awards 

The CWF (Child Well-Being Foundation) is a part of this program my local Legion Family has monetarily supported for years with can tabs and then the entire cans being recycled yearly before department convention. I look forward to seeing donations at this year's annual luncheon during the department convention. Make sure to read your Department & District Newsletters and the STAR for the most up to date information about Children & Youth and our other programs.

 My best contact is text 402-469-3367 (or you can leave me a voicemail), or email trnelson81602@gmail.com

COMMUNITY SERVICE – MARIA ATTERBERRY
704 Rochelle Street – Elwood NE  68937 – 308-325-2863
m_atterberry@hotmail.com

My name is Maria Atterberry your appointed Community Service Chairman for the 2026-2027 year. I am eligible for American Legion Auxiliary through my husband who was a Vietnam era veteran. He was a proud Marine! I have four daughters, three that are married. They have given me eleven grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. I am blessed!

There are so many organizations to partner with to serve your community, state and nation. Find what your unit is interested in, plan your project and execute. Don't forget to share your project in the newspaper, radio, and on Facebook. 

The Community Service Committee is just that--a Community! We are here to share service activities and events, listen, ask questions and network with those interested. So whether you are chaperoning, collecting, setting up, or volunteering, please keep track of those hours! You do more than you know!

Let me know if you have questions. I'm available to help you learn, listen and promote the American Legion Auxiliary!

CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS – BARB WASHBURN, CHAIR
455 County Rd 7 – Ashland NE  68003 – 402-521-0016
bwashburn827@gmail.com 

MEMBERS – Karen Mix, Donna Schweer, Cie Kauth

This year offers a great opportunity for all Units to update their governing documents. A revised Uniform Unit Constitution/Bylaws was adopted during the 2026 Department Convention. Every unit in Nebraska needs to adopt this revision. 

You might wonder how to do this. Start by reviewing your current unit Constitution for a section on amendments. Share a copy of the new Unit document with Unit members at a meeting, then plan a meeting to adopt it.  The intent of a Uniform Constitution/Bylaws is to ensure continuity across all Units within Nebraska, so that members belonging to any Unit follow the same guidelines.

Units may have Standing Rules, which cover special things that a Unit does: how much dues are; when/where meetings are held; special awards/scholarships and amounts presented, etc. Units may amend Standing Rules at a Unit meeting by majority vote. 

We have one change to make following the 2026 National Convention regarding eligibility. Once that change is made, the committee will be working with district presidents to get the updated document to every unit.

My challenge to all units is to ensure you have adopted the 2026 Unit Uniform Constitution and Bylaws.

COUNTY GOVERNMENT – MARY EICKOFF, CHAIR
1915 Nemaha Ave – Falls City NE  68355 – 402-245-7136
ikemar@netscape.net

MEMBERS – Terri Haworth, Jennifer Nichols, Gayla Schmid, Renee Van Winkle

This program was started to give governmental instruction to all high school students with a
goal to create an informed citizen that would become active in the area of government which most closely affects the everyday life of the individual. The County Government program expands the learning experience to all high school students and brings the process down to
the local level. Thus the creation of the corporation known as “Cornhusker Boys’ and Girls’ County Government, Inc.” on November 17, 1947.

General guidelines:
· Have a planning committee (District and County Commanders, District and County ALA Presidents, Post Commanders, Unit ALA Presidents, county courthouse representative, and if possible, a representative from each school in the county.
· Contact all involved with the date and time.
· Give the students an opportunity to critique the program. These will be helpful when planning the next year’s event.
· Publicize your activities.
· Keep good records for planning your next year’s program as well as completing your End-Of-Year Report.

EDUCATION – SARAH FUCHS
7271 County Road 11 – Arlington NE  68002 – 402-641-4534
msfuchs80@outlook.com

Hello! This is my first year serving as the Department Education Chair. I have been a member of the American Legion Auxiliary for 46 years, beginning my membership with Dorchester Unit 264 when I was three days old, then transferring to Arlington Unit 71 after moving to that area. I am eligible for membership through my father, Raymond Rezabek, who served in the Air National Guard from 1965-71. My grandfathers Donald Rezabek and Marvin Pollock also served in the Army Air Corps. and Army, respectively. I have primarily served my unit as Girls State Chairman and am the current vice president.

A lot of great information and resources can be found online at the following address:

https://member.legion-aux.org/Member/Committees/Education/Get-Involved-Education 

Purpose of the Education Program: The purpose of the Education Committee is to promote quality education for children—especially for military children—and adults. Standing Rule #6, Mission Outreach Programs.
· Promote quality education for children, especially for military children, and adults. 
· Encourage schools to invite veterans to speak in their classrooms. 
· Support and promote the Education Program and scholarship opportunities of The American Legion Family. 
· Provide scholarships for students who desire a college education. 
· Support legislation that establishes new scholarship opportunities.

Deadlines/Important Dates
· Fall  - Participate in Give 20 to Education for the 20th Anniversary of the program
· With Education being a National focus this year, there will be a special National appreciation gift to every unit that participates.
· November 16-20, 2026 – American Education Week
· March 1, 2027 – Deadline for National Scholarships
· March 1, 2027 – Deadline for Dept. Scholarships applications to Units for judging
· March 15, 2027 – Deadline for Units to submit scholarship applications to Dept. for judging
· April 15, 2027 – Purple Up! Day for Military Children
· May 3-7, 2027 – Teacher Appreciation Week

Department Scholarship applications and National Scholarship information are included in Section 5: Resources of this book on pages 59-71. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE – DONNA HATFIELD, CHAIR
PO Box 841 – Lexington NE  68850 – 308-325-1718
donnah68850@aol.com

MEMBERS – Eileen Gentrup, Loree Hendrickson
FINANCE ADVISOR – Julie Totten

The 2026/2027 Finance Committee members are Donna Hatfield, Chairman; Eileen Gentrup, 2-year member and Loree Hendrickson 3-year member. Julie Totten is the Financial Advisor. Thanks to you, Julie for all you do to assist us! Without the ALA Department Treasurer, Vicki Ozenbaugh and ALA Department Secretary, Roxanne Hiatt the Finance Committee could not perform their duties. Thanks to Department Treasurer Vicki and Department Secretary Roxanne for all you do to assist the committee. 

The Department Finance Committee is charged with the preparation of the yearly budget. The Department Executive Committee is responsible for approving the yearly budget that has been presented to them by the Finance Committee. After the presented budget (or amended budget) is approved by the Department Executive Committee, it is the responsibility of the Finance Committee to monitor the handling of the funds under that budget. 

The American Legion Auxiliary is a membership organization and relies on member dues to cover our expenses. Member dues are not always enough to cover our expenses. Other sources of revenue must be considered to bridge the revenue gap that member dues don’t cover. This year, we are asking members to make a charitable contribution to the auxiliary. (Please refer to the article in the October/November issue of THE ALA STAR.) By bringing in other resources, we can lower our dependence on dues and/or reserves to meet our obligations. Please continue to renew and find those new members. Without membership, where would we be?

When Units are preparing the yearly budget, please remember the Veterans Home Appreciation and the Gift Shop donations. The Veterans Home Appreciation, previously known as the VA Home Assessment form, is now included on the donation form as “Veterans Home Appreciation”.  The Gift Shop request for donations is also on the donation form instead of a separate form. 


GIRLS STATE – VICKI COLSON, CHAIR
 PO Box 61 – Paxton NE  69155 – 308-289-4836
colson.vicki@yahoo.com
1ST Vice Elsa Knight – 2nd Vice Crys Bauermeister
SECRETARY – KATHY MAZUR
13932 Meadow Ridge Rd – Omaha NE  68138 – 402-659-6689
negirlsstate@outlook.com

GIRLS STATE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Nicole Vance, Chair
552 Meadowbrook Court – South Sioux City, NE 68776
712-490-0702 -  zieg130@yahoo.com

            Advisory Members -Debra Albers, Sara Mueller, Vicki Ozenbaugh, Renita Gorecki

WHAT IS GIRLS STATE?
Girls State is a week-long program of the American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) where the citizens learn about the political process of our state by electing officials for all levels of government (city, county, state) and actively run a mock government. The participants are assigned to mock cities and counties. The non-partisan program includes the "Federalist Party" and the "Nationalist Party."

The citizens are selected and sponsored by ALA units. Your candidate should be interested in government and current events and show strong leadership abilities. With the assistance of dedicated ALA volunteers, the week is filled with many learning opportunities in non-partisan governmental, patriotic, and civic objectives. There is always time for fun. The end result of the week is the formation of long-term friendships.

The Cornhusker Girls State program is offered to girls who have completed their Junior year of high school and will be entering into their Senior year. Girls from public, parochial, and homeschool are eligible. For 2027 it will be June 6-12.

Girls State is an Auxiliary sponsored program; however, it has its own Constitution and Bylaws.

We have our own chairs, advisory, secretary, and treasurer. Units will receive a packet of information and forms that will need to be completed and returned to Department Headquarters by March 1, 2027.

As the year progresses, additional information will be available via Department Newsletters
and the Cornhusker Girls State website – www.girlsstate.net
   
GOLD STAR – LINDSAY BROWN, CHAPLIAN
20 S 41st St #111 – Council Bluffs IA  51501 – 402-578-9222
lbrown0825@gmail.com

Since the early days of World War I, service flags have displayed a blue star for each member of a family serving in the military.  As the war progressed, service members were killed in action or died short later from war wounds or disease.  The nation wanted to honor those who had sacrificed so much for their country.  Thus, the gold star was substituted and was stitched onto the banner, completely covering the blude star.

The gold star represents the honor and glory due a service member for making the supreme sacrifice for his or her country.  Rather than emphasizing the tragedy and personal loss of the family, the gold star banner represents the last full measure of devotion and pride of the family in this sacrifice.

National Gold Star Mother’s and Family Recognition Day are held on the last Sunday of September.  This year it is September 27.  May is another month when Gold Star Mothers are recognized.  However, recognizing a gold Star member any time is showing them our gratitude for the sacrifice they endured.  A Gold Star Program that you can use to honor any gold Star Family member will be included in the November 2026 newsletter.  If you wish any other information, you can contact me at lbrown0825@gmail.com. 

JUNIOR ACTIVITIES – LAURA NOVAK
1006 Dakota St – Emerson NE  68733 – 402-369-0019
lnovakala@outlook.com

I am Laura Novak and I am Junior Activities Chair for 2026-2027.  I am a PUFL member and have been a member for 45 years.  I am eligible through my father, Robert "Bud" Neel, Retired USMC Sgt Major.   

I am current Unit President for Roy Reed Unit 252, Winside, NE; the Wayne County President (when needed for meetings at District/Convention) and I am the Junior Past President for Third District. 

I reside in Emerson with my husband and 4 dogs who all think they are children somedays. Yes, that includes the husband, but I love him.   We have 3 girls; one is just finishing up her schooling and will be going into Speech Pathology, the other two girls currently are reaching for their goals in nursing by attending St Luke College of Nursing (now Morningside) in Sioux City IA. They always have things going on and ideas that keep us going.  We are planning our next family trip for the end of the year while we are all out on break.   

I am looking forward to working with juniors across the state.  I don’t have a lot of knowledge of some things, but I was an active Junior member and I know some people that probably have the answers or can point me in the right direction if I don’t know.  

2026-2027 Honorary Junior President
I would like to introduce Kendall Kasl – Honorary Junior President for 2026-2027.  She is a Junior Auxiliary member of Dorchester Unit 264.  She is a Senior at Dorchester High School where she is involved in many activities.

Kendall’s theme is “Closer Connections for Every Veteran”.  Her project will be to collect funds for hearing devices for Veterans that are called Pocket Talkers.  

The date for the Junior Auxiliary Conference will be announced in a newsletter at a later date.

Please reach out to me with questions, ideas and events that are going on for juniors.   We are looking at trying to get juniors together for some fun at Midyear Conference and Department Convention.  We will be sending those details out as soon as possible.  Once I have more information on events, I will send details as they are gathered. 
Events to keep in mind coming up:  

November 14 – National Junior Meetings will be held in Omaha. This will be held while Mission Training is happening for the Auxiliary and I have heard there is also training being held for Legion and SONS the same day.   Sounds like a fun time in Omaha that weekend.

Midyear Convention will be held in Grand Island- nothing specific for Juniors to be required to attend but we certainly would like to get as many gathered for fun, games, food, activity and maybe visit the Medical Facility.  I know schedules are busy but even a way to gather everyone that wants to connect with other juniors, this would be an awesome time to connect and learn things you have questioned. 

June (typically last full weekend in June) Department Convention- Again, nothing formal must happen for the group but I would like to meet up with as many juniors as possible.  The Auxiliary is always looking for extra hands to help with events, projects, duties etc. and it is a great way to learn.  

I don’t have a lot of contacts but please send me an email at lnovakala@outlook.com (best way to contact me) with your contact information. Please include name, address, phone number, email, unit associated with and if any girls are interested in attending, please give them my info.  

LEADERSHIP – VICKI OZENBAUGH
515 Road 18 – Ohiowa NE  68416 – 402-759-0411
ala.ozenbaugh@gmail.com

What does “leadership” mean to you? By its definition, it is a process of social influence that guides, inspires, and empowers a group of people to work together toward a common goal. It is not a job title or formal authority, but actions, collaboration and achieving shared results. 

Per the National Standing Rules #6, National Committees – Member/Organizational Support, the purpose of the Leadership Committee is to better equip members to serve in leadership positions with confidence and skill.  

Following National President Coral’s theme of “A Beacon for Veterans” and Nebraska President Vicki’s theme of “Families Accomplishing Rewarding Memories,” I will provide a variety of ways to achieve leadership within individuals and units. They are:

· Join the ALA Facebook page to keep up on what’s happening and get additional ideas/information (www.facebook.com/groups/ALALeadership)
· Get involved in your Unit, County, District, and Department.
· Attend Unit and County meetings
· Attend your District Fall Round Up and Spring Conventions
· Attend Department Mid-Year (January 15-17, Grand Island) and Department Convention (June 24-27, location TBA)
· Attend one of the five ALA Mission Trainings (asterik * locations will include Legion and SAL training; all will have Juniors Training)
· November 14 – Omaha, NE*
· January 30 – Albany, NY*
· January 30 – Springfield, IL
· February 6 – Atlanta, GA
· February 6 – Las Vegas, NV*
· Register online (www.alaforveterans.org)
· Individually or as a Unit, participate in the ALA Academy courses
· Courses can be found on the National website – www.alaforveterans.org 
· Member Portal – Online Training – Launch ALA Academy
· Be aware of ALA leadership opportunities in your community
· Volunteer to speak to other community organizations about veterans’ support
· Speak to high schools about veterans to develop your own leadership abilities
· Leadership Certificate Program (more details will come)
· Utilize the many resources available to download or purchase (www.alaforveterans.org)
· Unit Guide Book
· Constitution & Bylaws
· Department Operations Guide
· Parliamentary Procedure
· ALA Guide Books

ALA UNIT MEMER OF THE YEAR AWARD
· Plan to nominate a fellow unit member for this award
· Open to senior members who are not currently, nor have ever been, in an elected or appointed leadership role higher than Unit President.
· To nominate a narrative of 1,000 words or less will be required. A form will be made available when National provides it.

DEPARTMENT OF NEBRASKA GOALS
· District Fall Round Ups – 85% Units represented
· District Convention – 85% Units represented
· Submission of an ALA Unit Member of the Year – 50% Units represented
· Year End Reports from all Units – 100% represented

Deadlines
· Unit Year End Reports – due by Department Deadline – April 15
· Unit Member of the Year Award Nomination Form – due April 15


LEGISLATIVE – AMIE MOORES
PO Box 207 – Elwood NE  68937 – 308-408-1164
amielynn073@gmail.com

Hello members of the American Legion Auxiliary!  My name is Amie Moores, and I am honored to serve as the Department of Nebraska’s Legislative Chair for the coming year.  I am a member of Auxiliary Unit #360 in Cook and Legion Post #290 in Elwood.  My eligibility is through my service in the United States Air Force. I served from 1985 to 2014 when I retired.
WHAT IS THE ALA LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM, AND WHY DO WE HAVE IT? 
In Nebraska and in Washington, D.C., ALA members work to keep veterans’ issues in front of legislators, strengthening our mission to serve veterans, servicemembers, and their families.  
One voice may not make a difference on its own, but by joining together, ALA members can 
make a difference when we advocate for America’s veterans. 
WHAT CAN YOU DO? 
The ALA supports the public policy positions of The American Legion.  The Legion publishes 
and disseminates material to communicate said positions.  These materials are available at the Legion’s Legislative Center (www.legion.org/legislative).  Some legislative issues which are priorities for The American Legion Family include: 
1. ACCELERATE IMPROVEMENTS IN MILITARY QUALITY OF LIFE. 
• Increased funding for new and renovated barracks and family housing while 
safeguarding tenants’ rights for those who reside in privatized family housing. 
• Expanded financial assistance to servicemembers for child-care facilities and military construction authority for new child development centers. 
• Full funding for quality-of-life programs, such as military commissaries and 
exchanges, educational benefits, and spousal employment programs. 

2. ACCELERATE MODERNIZATION OF AMERICAN MILITARY CAPABILITIES. 
• Increased funding for defense-related Research & Development initiatives to 
accelerate fielding capabilities in areas such as artificial intelligence. 
• Prioritized funding for increasing ship-building capacity through construction of 
additional shipyards and associated workforce trade schools. 
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3. PROVIDE ACCOUNTABILITY FOR OUR POW/MIA SERVICEMEMBERS. 
• Continued funding and allocation of resource requirements to the Defense 
Department POW/MIA Accounting Agency. 
• Funding for POW/MIA Awareness Programs in elementary and middle schools. ALA members can also participate in the annual Legislative Day at the Nebraska State Capitol in February.  On the federal level, ALA members can attend the Washington Conference from February 27 – March 3, 2027, at the Washington Hotel in Washington, D.C. 

WHAT SHOULD YOU REPORT? 
LEGISLATIVE REPORTING: 

Ongoing Reports: Celebrate the program work of your Unit by sharing stories and photos throughout the year. 
Year-End Reports:    DEADLINE:   April 15, 2027 

LEGISLATIVE AWARD
Unit Award:   Each Unit should submit a report detailing the Unit’s accomplishments and/or activities.  Be specific with details since what you share may be useful to others.  TO DEPARTMENT CHAIR BY APRIL 19, 2027

MOST OUTSTANDING UNIT LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 
Citation Presented To: The Unit Legislative Chair who best demonstrates what the Unit did to advocate for America’s veterans during the year. 
Materials & Guidelines: Narrative not to exceed 500 words, telling the story of legislative activism and how it made a difference in the lives of veterans and their families.  Pictures and examples such as newspaper articles are encouraged. 
Deadline:  SUBMIT ONLINE TO NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS BY 4:00  P.M. C.D.T. ON JUNE 1, 2027

MEMBERSHIP – JUSTINA BIRKEL
89101 Meadville Ave – Ainsworth NE  69210 – 402-389-0537
jbirkel.ala@gmail.com

Hello Members! I am Justina Birkel and will be serving as Membership chair for the 2027 Membership year. I am eligible to be a member of the American Legion Auxiliary through my grandfather Harley “Jack” Snyder. My grandfather was a 50-year member of the American Legion Post 98, and my grandmother Edith Snyder was a 58-year member of the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 98. I am a 21-year Senior member and was a 13-year Junior member through Springview Unit 98. I started my Senior membership with Springview Unit 98 and transferred to North Loup Unit 285 in 2017 when we moved. I have been the Unit President in North Loup since 2018. I have also served as the District 6 President and Vice President for 2 years each and served as Department Leadership Chair and Poppy Chair. I absolutely love being a part of this wonderful organization and working membership. Reaching out and talking to our members can be really rewarding. 

National President Dr. Coral May Grout’s theme this year is “Beacon for Veterans” which works around lighthouses.  However, Nebraska does not have many lighthouses, so we are going to use barns. President Vicki’s theme Families Accomplishing Rewarding Memories centers around our American Legion Family. So, FARM and barns will go hand in hand. 

The barn is a meeting place that is a place for comfort and shelter. Each District is the barn, and the District Presidents chose an animal mascot at the Post DEC meeting. Your animals need a barn to find guidance and communication. Your District leadership should be a place units can get their questions answered. If you do not have a District membership team, think about forming one. The more people help with membership the better.   

District Mascots
District 1-Milk Cow		District 2-Dog		District 3-Pig	
District 4-Duck			District 5-Donkey	District 6-Sheep
District 7-Goat			District 8-Chicken 	District 9-Highland Cow
District 10-Mice		District 11-Horse	District 12-Bunny
District 13-Cat
We are going to build a strong barn over this membership year, piece by piece. The first room is the Tack Room. Every barn has a Tack Room, and it represents the resources and tools to educate our members. A well-organized tack room shows that members have the proper equipment to succeed. So, we need to have a Tack Room Clean-up. Check in with your members and make sure you have their current information phone numbers and email addresses. If you do not have your members’ current information, it is hard to get information out to them. 

Renewal Notices 
National is sending renewal notices by email to anyone that has an email address listed. If your unit does not use ALAMIS this may be the year to start. With the Full and Write options you can update member information. The Full user option also lets you pay your membership through ALAMIS. This option is $20 per year. Postage for sending in membership a year will cost you more than $20.00. Here is the notice schedule that National will send out renewal notices to members. If we have the current information in ALAMIS. 

Renewal Notice Schedule from National
July 2026 -Email Renewal Reminder
September 15, 2026-1st Renewal Notice sent by mail.
December 2026 - Email Renewal Reminder
February 1, 2027 -2nd Renewal Notice by mail
April 2027 -Email Renewal Reminder

I have a few challenges for you this year. One of them is the “Out to Pasture” Challenge. Let us focus on reaching our members that we have not seen in a while and bring them back to the barn. Find out why they are staying away and help them find their way again. Check your former member roster and see if there is anyone that would like to rejoin. Their circumstances may have changed, and they can now come back and help with the mission. When you do this send me an email telling me what you did and how you helped your members. 

2027 Membership Goals 
I am excited to start helping all of you reach your membership goals this year. National gave us a Membership goal of 13,820 members. Which is a 1% increase from the 2025 Membership on which it was based. In your packet are this year's goals. I worked hard to distribute them fairly. The forty-five units that made your 100% goal last year, your award was to keep your goal the same. You did an excellent job, and I know that you will all reach 100% and more! If you were close to your goal, I left it the same. I know that you can make your goal this year! For those that struggled I did lower your goal to see if we can try to achieve it this year. 

 Use ALAMIS-ALA Membership Information System 
This is an amazing tool to keep your members' information up to date. There are different versions; you just must pick the right one that fits your unit. 

Unit Full-You can pay your units dues with a debit card and view and update your members’ information. 
Unit Write-You can view and update your members’ information. 
Unit View-Be able to view your members’ information. 

Communication
This is so important when working on membership. One thing that I would like to do is have ZOOM meetings on Membership. We are going to start with the basics and learn together. This will be open to anyone that wants to learn more about Membership. Watch information in The Star, monthly newsletters, Facebook, and website at www.nebraskalegionaux.net	

Create a Membership team
Membership does not have to be managed by one person. Create a team to help with membership. I encourage districts to also have a membership chair to assist your units. The more people working on it the better. 

Send In Membership Dues-Do not hold Membership Dues 
It is crucial that you submit paid membership in a timely manner. If your members have paid their dues they deserve it. ALAMIS really helps you be able to submit it immediately with little cost to the unit. Postage can be expensive these days and not always a reliable option. Your unit spends more in postage than the ALAMIS fee costs.  Using ALAMIS may be a terrific way to get your younger members involved. Make them part of your Membership team to get them involved.   

New Eligibility Requirements for American Legion Auxiliary Membership
We recently received this announcement from the National about new membership eligibility. 
[bookmark: _uwsye1ry8kfb]
The American Legion Family is growing — and so are we!
At the 2026 American Legion National Convention, delegates approved a major update to membership eligibility for the American Legion Auxiliary. This change opens the door for even more family members to join our mission of serving veterans, military, and their families.

This expanded, gender‑neutral eligibility means more loved ones, more helping hands, and more heart in everything we do. It also allows some individuals to be part of both the Sons of The American Legion and the American Legion Auxiliary — strengthening our entire Legion Family.
[bookmark: _hsz9crauetm]
If you have ever wondered whether someone in your circle could join, now is the perfect time to check. The update is effective immediately, and new resources are already available.
[bookmark: _vyla4ut6h06p]
Let us welcome new members, grow our impact, and continue showing what the ALA is all about Service, Not Self. 

New Wording for Membership Eligibility 
Here is the new wording for the American Legion Auxiliary eligibility. I do have a flyer in the resources section that breaks down the changes and what stays the same. 

Membership in The American Legion Auxiliary shall be limited to:

(1) grandparents, parents, siblings, spouses, and direct or adopted descendants within two degrees of consanguinity of members of The American Legion; and

(2) grandparents, parents, siblings, spouses, and direct or adopted descendants within two degrees of consanguinity of all service members who served in either of the following periods: April 6, 1917, to November 11, 1918 and any time after December 7, 1941 who, being a citizen of the United States at the time of their entry therein served on active duty in the Armed Forces of any of the governments associated with the United States during either eligibility periods and died in the line of duty or after honorable discharge;

(3) grandparents, parents, siblings, spouses, and direct or adopted descendants within two degrees of consanguinity of all service members who were in the Armed Forces of the United States during either of the following periods: April 6, 1917, to November 11, 1918; and any time after December 7, 1941, who served on active duty in the Armed Forces of the United States during either eligibility period and died in the line of duty or after honorable discharge; and

(4) to those women who of their own right are eligible for membership in The American Legion

2027 NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT MEMBERSHIP AWARDS

Barn Builder Award
*50% paid Membership by December 8, 2026
Grand Island Gift Shop Day
*Award given to Unit President and Membership Chair

Lofty Goals Award
*85% paid Membership by February 18, 2027
National Caregiver Day
*Award given to Unit President and Membership Chair

2027 Nebraska Department Membership Challenges

Tack Room Cleanup Challenge
Contact you Members and verify and update contact information
Deadline 12/31/26


“Out to Pasture” Challenge
Focus on members that you haven’t seen for a while or work on getting former members to rejoin.  Let’s work on bringing these members “Back to the Barn” and not leave them “Out to Pasture” When doing this challenge don’t forget about the Recruit/Rejoin 10 Award
Deadline 6/1/2027

Barn Raiser Challenge
Have a Membership event and include the entire Legion family
Deadline 6/1/2027

Challenge entry forms available in ABC book resources section.

2027 NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP AWARDS

Member Award: Recruit/Rejoin 10
· Presented to: Members who recruit and/or rejoin 10 Senior and/or Junior member. Rejoined members must have not renewed since 2023 or earlier 
· Deadline: Members must be entered and paid in ALAMIS member database by June 1, 2027. Forms must be received at National HQ by June 7, 2027

Unit Award: 100% Award 
· Presented to: Units that reach 100% of their 2027 membership goal by           January 31, 2027. Based off totals verified by ALAMIS 
· Deadline: January 31, 2027
Unit Award: New Unit Award 
· Presented to: New units chartered between September 1, 2026 and              July 31,2027 
· Deadline: July 31, 2027
Department Award: 50% Award 
· Presented to: Departments that reach 50% of their 2027 membership goal. Based off totals verified by ALAMIS 
· Deadline: November 11, 2027

Department Award: 50% Award 
· Presented to: Departments that reach 50% of their 2027 membership goal. Based off totals verified by ALAMIS 
· Deadline: Veterans Day, November 11, 2027

Department Award: Highest Percentage of New Members per capita  
· Presented to: The department with the highest percentage of new 2027 members per capita. Citation Plaque will be presented to the winning department at their mid-winter meeting by the national membership chairman. 
· Deadline: January 1, 2027

Department Award: 85% Award 
· Presented to: Departments that reach 85% of their 2027 membership goal. Based off totals verified by ALAMIS 
· Deadline: Merit Medallion Membership Deadline, March 15, 2027

Department Award: Highest Percentage of New Members per capita  
· Presented to: The department with the highest percentage of new 2027 members per capita. Citation Plaque will be presented to the winning department at their department convention by the national membership chairman. 
· Deadline: May 1, 2027

Department Award: 95% Award 
· Presented to: Departments that reach 95% of their 2027 membership goal. Based off totals verified by ALAMIS 
· Deadline: National Poppy Day, May 28, 2027

Department Award: 100% Award 
· Presented to: Departments that reach 100% of their 2027 membership goal. Based off totals verified by ALAMIS 
· Deadline: Independence Day, July 4, 2027

Department Award: 95% Retention Award 
· Presented to: Departments that reach 95% retention rate. (includes renewals and rejoins)
· Deadline: 30 days prior to National Convention, July 31, 2027  

Department Award: 102% Award 
· Presented to: Departments that reach 102% of their 2027 membership goal. Based off totals verified by ALAMIS 
· Deadline: National Lighthouse Day, August 7, 2027 

Included in Section 5: Resources of this book:
1. American Legion Auxiliary Eligibility Changes Flyer – Page 72.
2. 2027 Department Membership Awards list and Entry Forms (3) – Pages73-76.
3. 2027 Recruit/Rejoin 10 entry form – Page 77.



MUSIC – JEAN VACKINER
35878 Boiling Springs Road – Cody NE  69211 – 402-376-4648
vackiner@yahoo.com

Hello again! I am a 28-year member of the American Legion Auxiliary. I am eligible through my father, Eugene H Kurpgeweit of Ewing NE, Army Infantry Veteran from Korea. I am a PUFL member of Cody Unit 319. I have held Unit President for 26 of my 27 years. I am the 2025-2027 District One President. I am also a member of 8 and 40 de Nebraska #9 Salon 410.

I am an RN/Case Manager for Aseracare Hospice. I am mother of 3 sons, grandmother of 4 (+1).

I understand that the Music is not one of core committees of the Legion Auxiliary; I also cannot imagine our organization without it – could you?  

I wish to encourage you to step up to keep our country’s musical history alive for our elders and our youth. Please, do not whitewash our history! The sadness of our war songs, our slavery songs, our funeral dirges are just as important as our rousing patriotic tunes. If you ever need help finding resources, please contact me! I promise to do my best to fill this honorable role. And as always KEEP SINGING!



NATIONAL SECURITY – RUTH HIETBRINK
735 Washington St – Sterling NE  68443 – 402-239-6371
rhietbri@gmail.com

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE
The American Legion Auxiliary’s National Security program supports servicemembers, military families, and those who have sacrificed for our nation. Every unit can make a difference through service, education, and support.
GET INVOLVED

Support Military Families
· Partner with an installation Family Readiness Group (FRG) to support active-duty military families.
· Remember and support Gold Star families whose loved ones made the ultimate sacrifice.

Remember POW/MIAs
· Educate your unit and community about prisoners of war and servicemembers still missing in action.
· Learn about the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) and its efforts to locate and identify missing service members.

Support Quality of Life
· Support American Legion Family and partner initiatives that improve the quality of life for servicemembers and their families.
· Learn about and support the Base Assessment and Servicemember Experience (BASE) Program.

OUTSIDE PARTNERSHIPS

Units can strengthen their National Security efforts by partnering with organizations such as:
· Armed Services YMCA — Food pantries and military family support
· Blue Star Families
· USO
· Quilts of Valor Foundation
· Taking Care of Our People — Defense.gov

REPORTING & AWARDS

Year-End Reports: Due to the Department Chairmen by April 20, 2026
Department & Unit Award Nomination Form: Due June 1
Salute to Servicemembers Award: Deadline June 1

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Whether your unit supports a military family, remembers a POW/MIA, partners with a military organization, or recognizes the sacrifices of servicemembers, every act of support matters.

For additional information and resources:               Get Involved National Security

PARLIAMENTARIAN – LYNN WILD
1510 N 71st Street – Lincoln NE  68505 – 402-525-5012
kathryn.wild123@gmail.com 

As Parliamentarian for the 2026-2027 year, I’m available to assist the Department President as she conducts the Mid-Year Conference Executive Committee meeting and Department Convention sessions. I would also offer advice when asked throughout the year. The Department Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules would be the first governing document I would reference when questions arise. If serving on another level of our  organization the Parliamentarian would first use the governing documents for that level (Unit, County or District). Other sources of reference would be the National Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules and our parliamentary authority is Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised (current edition) in all cases when the question cannot be answered using our governing documents.

When a member wishes to present an idea for consideration by the assembly, after obtaining the floor by saying “Madam President” and being acknowledged, the correct wording is “I move that…”. Saying “I make a motion …” should not be used. This is something I’ve heard on all levels of the American Legion Auxiliary and other organizations I’ve attended and is something we all need to practice.

My involvement with the American Legion Auxiliary began as a member of the office staff at “Cornhusker” Girls State after graduating from high school. I also worked in Department Headquarters where the offices were on the 12th  floor of the State Capitol Building. I joined Lincoln Unit #3 with payment of 1961 dues through the military service of my brother during WWII and the Korean Conflict. After my marriage to Roger L. Wild, I was also eligible through his service in the US Navy during the Korean Conflict.

My Auxiliary service spans the Unit, County, District, Department and National levels in various ways. I was appointed Department Secretary-Treasurer in 1971 when the former officer resigned mid-term. My appointment was reaffirmed annually for the next 21 years. During many of those years I also served as Girls State Secretary and Editor of “The Star”.

On the National level, I was National Executive Committeewoman and National Education Chairman. Other committee appointments were held over an 11-year period. My biggest joy was being a part of the Girls Nation staff for 8 years. Being elected National Vice President of the Northwestern Division for 2010-2011 gave me the opportunity to visit the 7 states in our division where I met many hard-working ALA members.

Thanks to Vicki Cyboron, Department President, for giving me this opportunity to continue serving this great organization.

PAST PRESIDENTS PARLEY – AMANDA WASHBURN
5230 N 148th Street – Lincoln NE  68527 – 402-480-1472
amandafaye33@gmail.com
(see Amanda Washburn’s bio under VA&R)
Just what is the Past Presidents Parley (PPP)? Simply put any Past President at any level in the ALA is eligible to be a part of a PPP where they can mentor other members. The purpose of the Past Presidents Parley is to provide assistance and leadership within the American Legion Auxiliary. All past Department Presidents are members of the PPP, which meets annually at our Mid-Year Conference. Our duties are to promote comfort for the elderly and disabled Women Veterans and encourage scholarships for student nurses. 

Although National does not have a PPP, any Unit, County, District or Department may have one. The eligibility is simple—any Past President at the level served. The Department of Nebraska’s PPP is governed by the Department Constitution and Bylaws, Standing Rules. The PPP has their own Preamble. 

On the Department level the PPP is responsible for the Women Veterans Fund. Unit contributions support this fund and are for the purpose of gifts for Women Veterans who are residents of the four Nebraska Veterans Homes and the two Nebraska Veterans Affairs Medical Centers. Currently $25 is allotted to each female Veteran. 

The PPP also provides a Healthcare Professional Scholarship from the applicants submitted through the Education Scholarships. The Department Advisory Committee designates the recipient of this scholarship on behalf of the PPP. 

A Courtesy Fund is maintained through donations from the Past Department Presidents. It is utilized when a PDP passes away for a memorial, for the Department President, National President, or Northwestern Division Vice President attending the annual luncheon, to provide a gift/card when notified by the Department Secretary of the hospitalization or seriously ill PDP, and for any special projects considered by vote of the members at the Annual meeting. 

I will assist any Unit, County, or District that would like to establish a Past Presidents Parley. If your Unit, County, or District already has a PPP, please notify me as I would like to keep a record of them.


POPPY – NANCY NIEMANN
3100 Trudy Ann Cir – Raymond NE  68428 – 402-417-8792
niemann05@gmail.com

This year I, Nancy K Niemann, will be serving as Poppy Chair.  I am a 54-year member of Weston Auxiliary Unit 308 being eligible through my father, Arnold Machacek, who served in the Army during the Korean War.  My mother, Rose Machacek, was a Gold Star Sister to her brother, Charles Snitily, who died in World War II. I live by Raymond (just north of Lincoln) with my husband, Don, and nearby family of two sons, one daughter, one son-in-law, one daughter-in-law, two granddaughters and one grandson.  I work for The City of Lincoln Aging Partners and the Village of Raymond and in my “free time” enjoy working with all of you and growing with my Legion Family!

Connecting the visual image of the poppy with the sacrifice of service made by our veterans has been an important goal of the ALA.

National Poppy Day is designated as the Friday before Memorial Day. Wear a poppy to honor the fallen and support the living who have worn our nation’s uniform. Actually, feel free to wear a poppy any day!!  We distribute poppies and accept donations as support of our veterans, active-duty military and their families.

Contests:
Poppy poster contest for grade levels 2nd to 12th grade. 
Poppy centerpiece contest at Department Convention

The Poppy Poster Contest Rules, Poppy Poster Contest Cover Sheet, Poppy Centerpiece Rules, and Little Miss Poppy Contest criteria are included in Section 5: Resources of this Book on pages 78-82.  They are also available on the national website as well as a downloadable poppy coloring book!

Please let me know if you have any questions, comments or suggestions!!


PUBLIC RELATIONS – MERI HIETBRINK
4816 Kingsley St – Lincoln NE  68524 – 402-239-3171
mhietbrink6@gmail.com

I have the honor of being the 2026-2027 Public Relations Chairperson this year. I have been a member of the American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) since 1997. I belong to Unit #140 in Sterling, Nebraska as my grandfather, Paul Straube, served in World War II. My grandmother Marvene joined the ALA along with her daughters Debra, Ruth, and Velda. She also made sure to start my membership after I was born. With her and my family's guidance I have had amazing support being an active member in my community and working to serve our service members through my ALA unit and current career.

As someone who has a marketing degree, I know first-hand how powerful good public relations can be for a brand. Without news articles, community outreach events, public speeches and so many other items people would have no idea what the ALA is and what we stand for. Each and every member is responsible for promoting our organization to continue to see it thrive and grow. We are nothing without our members and it is important that we all work together to ensure that this organization can continue the fight for our service members. I challenge each unit to be active in getting publicity out there about the great things happening in your area. This is the only way we can tell people who we are, what we do and why it matters.

Public Relations Ideas:
· Wear ALA branded items (Clothing, Accessories, Etc.) - These can be great conversation starters!
· Maintain a social media account(s) for departments, divisions, and units - Personal or Unit social media can be a powerful tool to share information and increase event turnout. Consistent content posting is needed for this to be useful.
· Build Relations with local media - Publish articles in newspapers or even have your own local newsletter available for members to share.
· Host charitable events, supply drives, card parties, etc. to get members involved and invite the community to participate.
· Give speeches and presentations on relevant topics such as flag etiquette, veterans day presentations, meaning of the poppy, etc.

Many resources, such as the Branding Guide and the PR Toolkit, are available for you on the national website.

Unit Publicity Book:
This book will NOT be submitted to National as there is no contest for it; however, I will give out awards for the top three unit submissions at the department convention.  The guidelines are in Section 5: Resources of this book on page 56.

National Public Relations Committee Awards:
All submissions must be in to the committee chair by May 1st in order to allow time for review and submission to Nationals.

Unit Award: ALA Mission Focused Social Media Account
· Presented to units with active social media accounts
· One unit per division
· Must have a maintained account focused on the mission of the ALA
· Must conform to American Legion Family Branding Guidelines
· Materials and guidelines:
· Document with screenshots/photos of social media postings
· Social media account URL
· All unit entries must be submitted via electronic form by 5 p.m. EST on June 1.

Unit Award: Most Outstanding Unit Public Relations Program (per division)
· One unit in each division (5) that earns media placements in their community
· Materials and guidelines:
· Media placements/coverage highlighting ALA mission delivery.
· All unit entries must be submitted via electronic form by 5 p.m. EST on June 1.

Department Award: Best Department Public Relations (per division)
· One department in each division (5) to departments that exhibit outstanding use of public relations.
· Materials and guidelines:
· Articles, newsletters, pictures of displays, ALA events, speeches, website address, social media activity, etc.
· Narrative not to exceed 500 words
· All entries must be submitted via electronic form by 5 p.m. EST on June 1.


THE STAR – LORENE BARTOS, EDITOR
7441 San Mateo Lane – Lincoln NE  68516 – 402-310-3481
Lbartos1@unl.edu

Hi!  I’m Lorene Bartos, Editor of THE STAR.

I am a 68-year member of St. Edward Unit 226.  I belong to help support veterans and youth programs --- and also to honor my father and husband, both of whom served our country in the Army. 

THE STAR is the publication of the Nebraska ALA.  It is published 6 times a year. THE STAR is the pull-out center fold of the Nebraska Legionnaire.  When the paper comes, be sure to pull out THE STAR.   You will then have all the information handy. 

Any Legion Family member may submit articles and pictures for inclusion in the paper.  All issues will include articles from the Department President, Vice President, Historian, Chaplain, Secretary, Membership Chair, and Music Chair.  It will also include Thank-You’s, In Memoriam, Service to Vets, and a Calendar.  

Guidelines to follow:
· Any member may submit an article or pictures for THE STAR.
· Articles are due to the editor by the 10th of the month prior to publication date
· All levels are encouraged to submit (Unit, County, and District).
· Original pictures only!!   (Copies of pictures in a newspaper cannot be used.)
· Get permission to publish the pictures from those in the pictures.
· Adhere to patient/resident privacy for those in any facility.

Any questions?  Contact Lorene Bartos, Editor, at 402-310-3481.

Let’s share what is happening in our American Legion Family!
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SECTION 3:  VETERANS PROGRAMS AND FACILITIES

SERVICE TO VETERANS – MARY ANN BOLDT
79006 Dr 419 – Callaway NE 68825 – 308-870-4772
dboldt0304dc@gpcom.net

My name is Mary Ann Boldt, and I am the Service to Veterans Chairman for 2026-2027. This is my first year for this assignment.  I have been a member of Unit 59 Callaway for 45 years. I have served at the Unit, County, and district and state level. I am currently our Unit membership chairman and treasurer. 

What is Service to Veterans Program? 

This program provides service to veterans, active service members as well as their families.  Any projects or activity done outside a VAMC should be recorded for End Year Reporting to Department. As your Service to Veterans chairman, I fill in the assignment chart for tray favors and centerpieces for VAMC facilities in Nebraska. If you make care packages for Military personnel they are considered Service to Veterans.  Give me a call and sign up your Unit for tray favors or centerpieces for the facilities in Nebraska. An informational page is included in Section 5: Resources in this book on page 83 with details.

A few things to remember when making your tray favors and centerpieces. Do not use anything with food or sharp objects. Do not use items from nature like real leaves, nuts, etc. Donations should be sent or delivered at least two weeks before assigned month. Finally, please leave contact information with your items donated to all facilities.  Information should include your Unit name and number contact person and phone number. Sometimes the facility contact needs to be in contact with the Auxiliary Unit. 
Thank you all for Service to our Veterans! 

VETERANS AFFAIRS & REHABILITATION – AMANDA WASHBURN
5230 N 148th Street – Lincoln NE  68527 – 402-480-1472
amandafaye33@gmail.com

My name is Amanda Washburn, and I am the VA&R Chair this year. I am eligible for membership in the ALA through the service of both of my grandfathers, Merle Riensche and Don Washburn, during World War II. I am a 33-year member of Bickel-Nelson Unit 360 in Cook.

I have held positions at both the Junior Auxiliary level and as a Senior member. I was honored to be elected as the Department Junior President in 2009, National Junior Historian in 2012, and the National Junior President in 2013. I have been District President, Department Historian, Department Vice President, and just finished a year as Department President. At the National level, I have been a member of the Girls Nation Committee, Junior Activities Committee, Education Committee, VA&R Committee, Membership Committee, Leadership Committee, and AEF Committee.

I live in Prairie Home and am a member of American Lutheran Church in Ashland, NE. I work as the Executive Assistant for the Nebraska American Legion Auxiliary. In my free time, I help my parents, Doug and Barb Washburn, on their farm and spend time with my friends and family. 

Monetary Donations to Facilities
Units, Districts, and members - When you are preparing to make a monetary donation to any of our VA Medical Centers or Veterans Homes, please remember to send your donations to the Department Office. The donations will be recorded to the appropriate facility, and the funds will be available to the facility. We are trying to maintain an accurate money trail from your Unit/District/Members to the event/project. 

VA Hospital Gift Shop and Veterans Home Assessment
This year the VA Hospital Gift Shop and Veterans Home Assessment is being funded strictly from donations instead of traditional assessment that the Units used to receive. We are asking that all Units consider donating to these projects and making sure that they are fully funded. 

Special Scheduled Dates
Each year the ALA Department of Nebraska has scheduled VA&R events that your Units, Districts, and members donate the funding to. These are Veterans Dollar Day, Gifts for Yanks, and Gift Shops. It is great to see new faces attend, and it will warm your heart to see how our beloved Veterans appreciate our gift of money and especially our time and listening ear. Be sure to wear the brand and arrive at least 30 minutes before the events begin. The Nebraska American Legion Family VA & R Schedule of Events is on the website. 

More information can be found on the national website at:

member.legion-aux.org/Member/Committees/VAR/Get-Involved-VAR

VA&R Get Involved Statements
· Support the therapeutic rehabilitation and healing of veterans through arts, crafts, and hobbies.
· Support veteran caregivers, family members, and survivors.
· Volunteer at local VA facilities, including state VA facilities in your area.
· Collaborate with organizations that support veterans and their families, such as Wreaths Across America, Honor Flight Inc., and the Military and Veteran Caregiver Network.
· Look in your community for opportunities to support veterans, their caregivers, their families, and their survivors.
· Support The American Legion’s Be the One mission.

Outside Partnerships
· Wreaths Across America
· Honor Flight Inc
· Military and Veteran Caregiver Network
· National Veterans Creative Arts Festival
· Center for Development and Community Engagement

Reporting and Awards
· Year-end reports — Reports are due to the Department Chairmen by April 20, 2027
· Department and Unit Award Nomination Form Completed and Submitted: June 1.
· NVCAF Award: NVCAF Support Award — Send donations to the ALA Foundation to National Headquarters for the current calendar year by Dec. 31.


CENTRAL NEBRASKA VETERANS HOME (CNVH) – KATHY FISHER
1703 W 13th St Pl – Kearney NE  68845 – 308-627-4454
kmloskill1@charter.net

VICE CHAIR – Judy Kouba

I am a 12-year member of Kearney Auxiliary Unit #52 and eligible in the auxiliary through my brother who served in Vietnam.  Past offices I held in Unit #52 were President, Vice President and Chaplain.  I am on the Veterans Parade Committee for Kearney.  I am the representative of the Central Nebraska Veterans Home for Nebraska American Legion Auxiliary.
 
I enjoy spending time with the veterans doing lots of activities:  Merrymaker concerts, lots of themed bingo, fishing tournaments, cornhole tournaments, and Pinewood Derby contests.  It is interesting to listen and visit with the members. They look forward to Dollar Days and Gifts for Yanks.
 
Thank you to all the volunteers who support our members for volunteering your time.  Greatly appreciated.   


EASTERN NEBRASKA VETERANS HOME (ENVH) – DONNA SMITH
15103 S 84th St – Papillion NE  68046 – 402-250-3309
ddjssmith@msn.com

My name is Donna Smith. I have been appointed as the Auxiliary VAVS chairman at the Eastern Nebraska Veterans Home. I am a 34-year member of the American Legion Auxiliary currently a member at Valparaiso Unit 371. I gained my eligibility through my father’s service in the Merchant Marines during WW II and service in the Army during the Korean War, also through my brother’s service in the Air Force from 1975- 1990, including Desert Storm.
I have been volunteering at the Eastern Nebraska Veterans Home and former Thomas Fitzgerald Veterans Home in Omaha for over 40 years and am in my third year as Chairman at ENVH. You may contact me via email at ddjssmith@msn.com or contact Department Headquarters to obtain my cell phone number if so desired.

Volunteering at ENVH is a passion of mine. I believe I owe a debt of gratitude to all of our Veterans and their families for the freedom I have. Please check the ENVH website at www.veterans-nebraska.gov and scroll down to Eastern Nebraska Veterans Home. There you will find the monthly calendar of activities. If you would like a current needs list, please let me know and I can get that for you. Also remember with the holidays coming and with many events planned, there is a greater need for volunteers, help make these lonely times easier for our Veterans by spending some time with them. Please consider volunteering at ENVH and remember you will be rewarded with the Smiles you put on the Members faces.


NORFOLK VETERANS HOME (NVH) – LaREE KUBES
205 W 10th St – Madison NE  68748 – 402-841-6813
lareekubes@yahoo.com

VICE CHAIR – Rose Ann Kohl

I am the Representative for Norfolk Veterans Home (NVH) for Nebraska American Legion Auxiliary. I am a Paid Up for Life member (PUFL) of Norfolk Unit#16 ALA. I am the ALA President of Norfolk Unit# 16, ALA President of District #2, also a Norfolk American Legion Rider.

As Chairman for NVH I get the pleasure of working closely with volunteers, staff and with our wonderful Veterans/residents and families. 

Assisting with providing activities, and helping to meet the needs of NVH residents, by either donating funds, items, time, smiles or just lending an ear. 

As I get the pleasure of being the NVH Chair, we are always looking for new ideas to entice the lives of our residents and their families and for volunteers to help maintain the best support for our residents to enjoy life. Feel free to contact me or Norfolk Veterans Home, we look forward to hearing from you.
 




WESTERN NEBRASKA VETERANS HOME – CECIL DOSHIER
1960 Kings Road – Gering NE  6g9341 – 308-631-7093
cddoshier@charter.net

VICE CHAIRS – Mary Beth Mau and Robyn Stefka

I am the representative of NWVH for Nebraska American Legion Auxiliary. My helpers are Mary Beth Mau and Robyn Stefka. I was born and raised in Gering and have made it my home for the last 50+ years.  I taught school for 38 years and am now retired.  I am currently District 4 Secretary.  I have 3 children, 9 grandchildren, and 1 great grandchild.

The time I spend with the veterans is very rewarding.  All the things I do are meant to help veterans and make their stay at WNVH more enjoyable.   District 4 has a project called Adopt-a-Vet in which they send cards.  I am continuing working on providing each with a lap quilt.  Other activities are as follows:
· Sponsor and help with Bingo
· Participate in Lunch Bunch (taking residents to a restaurant)
· Plan special Events such as Flag Day, Mother’s Day, Father's Day, Patriots Day, Valentines Day, etc.
· Plan and Host Dollar Days
· Xmas Wishlist



OMAHA VA MEDICAL CENTER – PAULA PILLEN
6001 N 147th St – Omaha NE  68116 – 402-630-6583
ppillen2@gmail.com

DEPUTY – Jenny Stutte
VA & R at OVAMC: 
Your Department of Nebraska ALA Representative is Paula Pillen for the Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation (VA&R) program connected with the Omaha VA Medical Center (OVAMC). They receive gifts for the Medical Center, Fisher House, the CRRC Homeless Program, Papillion Community Living Center (PCLC) and the Veterans Food Pantry. Gifts are processed through the Center for Development ($ raising) and Community Education (Outreach) and mail is addressed to VA CDCE Office, 1401 Woolworth Avenue, Omaha, NE 68105. If you wish to suggest an activity or volunteer, call the CDCE office at 402-995-3282 for simple instructions. 

UNIT DUTIES: 
Did you know that VA&R is the "PILLAR #1” commission of the American Legion?  My liaison duty — and yours — is to communicate with and support programs of the VA Volunteer Services (VAVS) program staff. Please Communicate…

If you have a Unit member who is your main contact for the Omaha VAMC other than the ALA president, I would appreciate the name, email/address, and phone. 
Who are your Unit’s current volunteers at OVAMC? They need some at PCLC.
Share about all gifts and volunteering to me please: ppillen2@gmail.com or call/text 402-630-6583. 
To help understand VA Veteran needs, events, and VA benefits that are important to your Legion Family members, check the District 8 or NE-ALPA Facebook pages.  I HIGHLY suggest sharing what is sent to you with Post/Sons/Riders.  
OUR SUPPORTED PROGRAMS: 
Your hard-won fundraising lovingly supports hospitalized VA Veterans who cannot participate in holidays.  Your role: Fund the projects below by Early October. Consider monthly volunteering, providing a party, and/or delivering gifts. 
Veterans Food Pantry: In the VA-Omaha 500+ are served monthly to any registering veteran. Needs include entree cans with tabs, beef sticks, protein snacks, canned vegetables / fruits with tabs.
“Stand Down” of VA Healthcare and Homeless Services: (Oct. 16) Your Unit can support this by the VA Amazon (Smile) registry or through D8 ALA, which has a table of hygiene, reading glasses, and basic living items. 
Nebraska's Dollar Days for Vets (Nov. 10), Assessments provide $10 per inpatient veteran (~80 vets); 
Gifts to the Yanks who Gave- established in 1944 (Dec 7 - Pearl Harbor Day), your assessment provides $20 per inpatient veteran (~80-90). 
ALA Gift Shop (Dec.14-17) Units’ free-will funds provide inpatient veterans and their family (~80-90 with up to $40 total for each home) with gifts during Christmas / Hanukkah season. 

Paula J. Pillen | 402-763-6209 | 6001 N 147th St., Omaha, NE 68116 | ppillen2@gmail.com
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY: A Community of Volunteers Serving Veterans, Military, and their Families


GRAND ISLAND VA MEDICAL CENTER – CARMEN LARSON
866 Hwy 58 – St Libory NE  68872 – 308-380-3537
carmen1.starsnstripes@gmail.com

DEPUTIES – Vicki Cyboron and Nancy Griffiths

The Grand Island VA Medical Center (GI VAMC) has been averaging 44 veterans over the past year.  The staff here are very easy to work with and are always helpful in planning and hosting activities for the veterans.

There is always a need for food for the food pantry located on the 5th floor.  When donating, please make sure the food is not expired or close to expiring.  If they cannot give the food out before the expiration date, it will be thrown out.  This is a waste of the donation for both the doner and the facility.  Dental items are always given through the VA so there is no need for those items.  A few times during the year, a request will be made for clothing (t-shirts, shorts/sweatpants) as some of our veterans arrive with no spare clothing.

Please remember to submit the donation sheet with your donation.  It lists your name & contact information as well as your unit number or Legion family Post.  This is used for tracking where the donations come from within the VA system as well as for donation receipts that will be sent to you.

It is a pleasure to help with events throughout the year at the GI VAMC.  Some of our recent events are Valentine Bingo and handing out goodies for Patient Appreciation Week.  We were also able to help support the Creative Arts Festival Committee by helping set up the display at the State Fair as well as helping to plan & co-host a Celebration to hand out awards to these talented artists.

Please contact me if you have any questions or would like to help with an event.  It is always an honor to serve our veterans and inspire our Nebraska Legion Family to donate their time and needed items to the Grand Island VA Medical Center.


LINCOLN CBOC – LINDA VAREJCKA
450 Conestoga Ave – Hickman BE  68372 – 402-580-2549
jfvarejcka@windstream.net

Thanks to all units that continue to donate and make in-kind donations to the clinic.  It is very rewarding to volunteer and assist the Veterans using the clinic and we are always looking for volunteers, so please consider applying to do so.  

Currently we have three (3) volunteers that are giving credit of their time to the ALA for their hours.  

I work very closely with the VA Social Workers requests for the homeless and the less fortunate Veterans who need assistant.  You can always call me if you need a list of ideas.  

We have a small food pantry area. 
· At the current time good food items are much in demand and donations are always needed of non-perishable food.  
· All cleaning items, toilet paper, paper towels, small laundry detergent, personal care items like body wash or 3 in one body care products (no bars of soap).  
Other needed items:
· Bus passes (low income from the bus barn) food gift certificates, gas cards, Walmart, Target etc. 
·  Sweatpants, mainly M-L-XL.  
· Children bags – bag with color book and colors (to keep children occupied while they wait with the Veteran having an appointment).

You can always host a treat day for the Veterans using the clinic which includes coffee, hot chocolate, cookies, fruit, popcorn (the Veterans really like this)   

With the holidays coming once again the "Blessing Tree" will be in the lobby with wishes received from the struggling Veterans enrolled with VA and the social workers.  

What we take for granted is joy for them.  Watch for more information in the Star or you can always call me and I can assist you.



HOT SPRINGS VA MEDICAL CENTER – ROXANNE SONES
PO Box 623 – Rushville NE  69360 – 308-360-1789
roxannesones@yahoo.com

Please contact Roxanne with any questions about needs.


CHEYENNE VA MEDICAL CENTER – BONITA DICKINSON
1710 19th Ave, Lot 42 – Sidney NE  68046 – 308-249-3793
bbdickin@gmail.com

Please contact Bonita with any questions about needs.
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SECTION 4:		DISTRICT PRESIDENTS
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35878 Boiling Springs Road – Cody NE  69211 – 402-376-4648
vackiner@yahoo.com 

Hello again! I am a 28-year member of the American Legion Auxiliary. I am eligible through my father, Eugene H Kurpgeweit of Ewing NE, Army Infantry Veteran from Korea. I am a PUFL member of Cody Unit 319. I have held Unit President for 26 of my 27 years. I am the 2025-2027 District One President. I am also a member of 8 and 40 de Nebraska #9 Salon 410.

I am an RN/Case Manager for Aseracare Hospice. I am mother of 3 sons, grandmother of 4 (+1).

My officer team includes Darlene Lemmon, VP; Sherri Luther, Sec/Treas; Maria Prokup, Chaplain.

Our District One Fall Roundup is in Cody On Sunday, Oct 4 at 1 pm MT at the Post Home. All are welcome! We would love to have you at our District.

You will never look into the eyes of someone God does not love.

[image: Puppy 2 outline]DISTRICT 2 – LaREE KUBES
205 W 10th St – Madison NE  68748 – 402-841-6813
lareekubes@yahoo.com

Fall Roundup – October 4th, 2026, at 1 pm Newman Grove, Post 73
Convention – March 14th, 2027, at 1 pm Norfolk, Elkhorn Valley Bank

I am a PUFL (Paid Up for Life) member of Norfolk Auxiliary Unit # 16. I am eligible through my three brothers who served in and during Vietnam. I am the current President of Norfolk ALA Unit#16, Norfolk Veterans Home Chair and a Norfolk American Legion Rider.

My husband Les and I have 5 children (two sons and three daughters) and we also have fourteen grandchildren (7 Grandsons and 7 Granddaughters).

I want to always do my best to serve our Veterans and Military. 

As for my theme created by the animal, I was given DOG, “D-doing O-others G-good” I chose this animal, due to when I was a child if it had not been for our dog running in between my father and our bull my dad would not have been alive, our dog took the brunt and had a broken back as a result, with braces and an awesome veterinarians care our dog lived a full life. 
My president’s project is to have an engraved commemorative brick at “Norfolk Freedom Point” of District#2, honoring all our Veterans, Active- duty service members and their families.
District 2 consists of 35 Units in Antelope, Boone, Boyd, Holt, Knox, Madison, Pierce and Stanton Counties.

Schedule for some of the Upcoming 2026 happenings:
Oct. 4th – District 2 Fall Roundup at Newman Grove, NE Post#73 at 1pm
Oct. 24th – Leadership/Homecoming for Dept. President Vicki Cyboron at Boelus, NE
Nov. 10th- American Legion Auxiliary 107th Birthday
Nov. 11th- Veterans Day (day of giving)
Nov. – 14th The American Legion Family Training Meeting (Omaha)
Nov. 16th-20th – American Education Week
Nov. 26th – Thanksgiving
Dec. 1st – Giving Tuesday
Dec. 25th – Christmas
Dec. 31st – New Years Eve

[image: Pig outline]DISTRICT 3 – JACKI O’NEILL
1018 Gordon Dr – Lincoln NE  68522 – 712-574-5070
3buzzsaw@gmail.com

I became a member of the Auxiliary in 1980 through my husband Dan's service during the Vietnam Era, where he was stationed in Germany. My father also served our country during the Korean Conflict while stationed stateside.

Twenty years ago, I had the honor of serving as District President. Since then, I have spent many years working at the Department Headquarters. During that time, I had the privilege of serving as Department Secretary/Treasurer for 13 Department Presidents and later worked part-time as the Department Treasurer.

Although I do not live within District Three, I reside in Lincoln and work full-time from home. My dedication to our organization and its mission remains strong, and I look forward to serving as the District President.

For this year's theme, I chose the pig as the farm animal representing our district ladies and a few good men. The acronym PIG stands for Positive Involvement with Growth. As members, we share much in common: our commitment to veterans, our dedication to youth, and our service to our communities. When our communities see us actively involved in our programs and projects, our organization will continue to grow.

Important District Dates
District Convention
· March 13, 2027 -8:00 a.m.-10 East 19th Street, South Sioux City
Annual Fundraiser
· October 18, 2026 -Noon to 3:00 p.m. -104 Ball Park Road, Newcastle
As District President, I plan to encourage:
· Shorter business meetings with more social time
· Hands-on projects that engage our members
· Coffee and conversation gatherings that build friendships and strengthen connections

Together, we can build a district where every member matters, every meeting has purpose, and every unit has the opportunity to thrive.

[image: Duck outline]DISTRICT 4 – DOROTHY HALL
PO Box 142 – Dalton NE  69131 – 308-279-0154
Dothall1953@gmail.com

Hi, I'm Dot Hall. I live in Dalton. I qualify for membership through my father, a WWII Veteran and my brother, a Viet Nam Veteran. I was a Jr. member years ago in Wyoming. My family moved when my mother passed, my father did not rejoin the American Legion in Nebraska, and I was too young to think about keeping up my dues. When my father passed away, I was an adult teaching at Leyton Public Schools. While attending a sporting event, I was invited to become a member of the Dalton Unit by Shirley Gillespie, a longtime member of Unit 301. I have been a member for 10 years now. 
Our Dist. 4 mascot this year is a duck! My theme is, "Duck in to make a difference!". My goal is to duck into as many Unit meetings in my district as I can this year to introduce myself and answer any questions I can. Hopefully we can all do something ducky this year to spice up our Units! Dalton Unit 30l meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in the Mintkin-Davison Legion Hall. We welcome anyone interested in becoming a member. 
Oct. 24 		D4 Fall Roundup-Alliance 12:00 PM
Nov. 15 		Dollar Days-WNVH-2PM MST
 Dec. 6	 		Gifts for Yanks-WNVH-2PM MST
Jan. 15-17 		Mid-Year Conference-Norfolk
Mar. 13 D4 		Convention-Gering-8AM MST
June 24-27 		Dept. Convention Place to be determined
Aug. 27-Sept. 3 	National Conv. Kansas City, MO

[image: Free Black And White Donkey Clipart, Download Free Black And White ...]   DISTRICT 5 – MERLE KONKEN
PO Box 232 – Hershey NE  69143 – 308-539-0994
lmfarm@hersheytel.net

Merle is a member of Hershey Unit 279.  The farm animal for District 5 is the Donkey.

District 5 Fall Roundup is October 10, 2026 in Hershey – 1:00 pm CT
District 5 Spring Convention is March 6, 2027 in North Platte - 10:00 pm CT


[image: Sheep outline]DISTRICT 6 – BARBARA DORSEY
47069 Hwy 70 – Arcadia NE  68815 – 308-202-0239
brdorsey03@gmail.com
Greetings from your District 6 President, Barb Dorsey.  Here’s a bit about my life and what is happening in my district.  I live on a farm just east of Arcadia with my husband of 54 years.  We have 4 adult children, 3 in-laws and 6 grandchildren.  I’ve been a member of Arcadia Unit #251 for 37 years, have served 2 terms as Vice President and 16 years as President.

This is my second year as District President and I’ve learned so much about the ALA organization, but most of all about the things that are possible for our Veterans.  Some of the most memorable would include events at Grand Island Veterans Administration Medical Center (GIVAMC) and Central Nebraska Veterans Home (CNVH) in Kearney.  We have sponsored a Husker football tailgate party, Valentine themed Bingo, Christmas Gift Shop and Cultural Arts Recognition in Grand Island.  Events at CNVH included Bingo and cookies and Ice Cream Social. Dollar Days and Gifts for Yanks are celebrated at both facilities each year.  The love and appreciation we receive with such small gestures is heartwarming.
	
President Vicki’s theme, FARM, will be lots of fun – be sure to come check it out at her Leadership Training & Homecoming in Boelus on October 24th.  Our Dist. 6 farm mascot is Sheila the Sheep.  She wants “EWE” to learn more about ALA and will have us “flocking” toward 100% membership before the year is over.  

Going forward, the calendar is filling up fast!  Some dates to put on your calendar for Dist. 6 are:
	
· Oct 17 – District 6 Fall Roundup - Grand Island Legion Post #53 – 1914 Capital Ave. West
· Oct 24 – Leadership Training - Boelus Civic Center 10:30am-4pm
· Oct 24 – President Vicki’s Homecoming – Boleus – 5pm social hour – Dinner 5:30
· Nov   3 – Dollar Days - GIVAMC  - 10 am - CNVH - 2pm
· Nov 11 – Veteran’s Day
· Dec   1 – Gifts for Yanks – GIVAMC - 10am CNVH - 2pm
· Dec   7 – GIVAMC Gift Shop Set-up - 9am
· Dec   8 – GIVAMC Gift Shop open - 10am
· Jan 15-17 – Mid-Year Conference….host Grand Island Legion Post #53 
                       1914 Capital Ave. W
        
More exciting news will be sent out in my monthly newsletters.  Let’s make 2026-2027 an awesome year as we continue supporting our veterans, military and their families. 



[image: Goat outline]DISTRICT 7 – MARI MELCHER
27318 – 340 Ave – Monroe NE  68647 – 402-270-1477
marimelcher8@gmail.com 

Hello, my name is Mari Melcher.  I am your District 7 President, and I am the President of Swanson Unit 322 in Monroe Nebraska.

I have been a member of this unit for 32 years.  I did not grow up in a Legion Family.  It wasn't until a nice lady in Monroe stopped me one day and asked if I had any family members who served and would I like to join.  I am a member under the service of my Grandfather Darrel Lincoln.  He died in 1944 while serving in the Army at Camp Young in California. He is buried in Fremont, Nebraska
.
District 7's animal is a goat.  Is there anything better than G.O.A.T. The greatest of all time?  This is my mission these next two years, to make district 7 the best.  I have crocheted a satchel shaped barn for my goat.  District 7 will be naming our goat at our Fall Round-Up.  She/He has been and will accompany me to various events throughout the district during my term.     

I look forward to representing District 7 throughout the 6 counties of Platte, Colfax, Dodge, Polk, Butler, and Saunders, and the entire state of Nebraska.



[image: Chicken outline]DISTRICT 8 – LEE BRAUER
15015 Chicago Cir – Omaha NE  68154 – 402-490-1221
leebrauer@juno.com

My name is Lee Brauer I have been a member of the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 266 in Bennington for six years.  My eligibility is through my husband of 52 years who served during the Viet Nam era and my father who served during WWII. 
I have been serving as treasurer/membership chairman for the past four years, was President of Douglas County for two years and am now serving my second year as District 8 President. My goal this year is to promote better communication among the 14 units in the district. 
I chose the chicken for our mascot this year because it is laying an egg and we want many eggs (i.e. new members) to fill the hen house this year.
My favorite thing about the American Legion Auxiliary is the people and the many different opportunities we have to serve our veterans and active military for their service so that we can enjoy freedom.
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 DISTRICT 9 – SHARI HAAG
40316 Road 709 – Bartley NE  69020 – 308-340-6230
sshaag@icloud.com

Hello!  I’m Shari Haag.  This is my first year serving ad District 9 President.  District 9 consists of eight counties with thirteen Units.  I am a 12-year member of American Legion Auxiliary Jack Helt Unit 313 Lebanon.  My membership is through my husband Steve who served 20 years in the Nebraska National Guard.  My father-in-law served in the Army 1950-1952, my son Joe Haag, son-in-law Brock Rogers, and nephew Jarrod Schmoker all served a tour of duty in Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Jarrod and Joe also served a tour in Enduring Freedom.

Our District 9 mascot is a highland cow named Karen in honor of our Past President Karen Brown who passed away June 26, 2026.  My theme is “Let’s take the high road and gather at the barn to support our Veterans and their families.”

· District 9 Fall Roundup – Sunday, October 11, 2026 – 2:00 PM
       McCook, Community College – East Campus
       905 E. 7th St. – McCook, NE  69001

· District 9 Convention
       March 13, 2027 – 9 AM
               Indianola, NE  69034

[image: Rat outline]DISTRICT 10 – TINA NELSON
503 N Brown Ave – Clay Center NE  68933 – 402-469-3367
trnelson81602@gmail.com

I became a member of the Auxiliary at Mills-Schroeder Unit 87 in Clay Center in
2015 on my husband Don’s service in the Navy Seabees during Panama/Granada. I
became a PUFL (Paid Up For Life) member in 2016. I try to honor the many friends and extended family that have served including my grandfathers (Lloyd Ginkens Jr & Vilas Jones that both served during World War II). 

My hope for my 2nd term as District 10 President is to continue to improve communication in the Legion Family especially in our District by working with Commander Goebel on a District 10 Family Newsletter. 

My President’s Project is Pocket Talkers for Central Nebraska Veterans Home in Kearney with any extra funds going to the Honorary Junior Presidents Project. I am proud to say that I signed up the first male spouse to the American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) Department of Nebraska and hope to add more to our Legion family with the new eligibility, so we can help even more veterans. 

In the FARM we were GIVEN the mouse.  We were the lowest in membership last year, but this year we are going to be Mighty Mice. 

I look forward to working with all of you. Watch Facebook page District 10 American Legion Auxiliary Nebraska Dept for Legion Family events.  If you have something to share by best contact is text 402-469-3367 (or leave me a voicemail), or email district10aux@gmail.com.


[image: Horse with solid fill]DISTRICT 11 – MARY BETH COFFEY
209 Road M – McCool Junction NE  68401 – 402-366-3027
mbc.dist11pres25@gmail.com

Serving as president this past year has been a valuable learning experience. At the same time, I became a County Veteran Service Officer, making the year especially busy with conventions, meetings, training, and travel. Visiting county and unit meetings has shown me the many unique ideas and activities that strengthen our district. Units support veterans through Quilts of Valor, service at VA and local nursing homes, meals for special occasions for our Veterans, funeral assistance for Veterans and Auxiliary members, and creative poppy distribution and education. Thank you for making District 11 exceptional and for showing how deeply we care for our Veterans.     

I am eligible for the American Legion Auxiliary through my father, Robert E. Smith, a World War II veteran who served in England with the Army Air Corps’ 108th Airborne Division. He was part of the Lutes bomber crew and took great pride in his involvement with the Legion and the Drum & Bugle Corps. His example taught me patriotism and a deep love of country. 
I was a Junior Auxiliary member in the late 1970s and early 1980s but stepped away after marrying young and starting a family. I rejoined the Unit in the late 1990s or early 2000s and became more involved after my two sons joined the National Guard and Reserves and deployed to Iraq in 2005. Both served 18 months there, largely at the same time. Jim deployed once, while Rob later completed two additional deployments to the Middle East.

For the past year, I have served as District 11 President, and I have been Unit 341 President for 11 years. I served as York County President from 2022 to 2024 and currently serve as York County Vice President. 

My project for the year is to raise money for a program called JAVELAN. I think this is such a great program for Veterans to be able to have a Service Dog. 

I chose the Horse for my Farm animal this year. They are a dedicated, hard-working animal that will carry loads and race to the end. This is how I feel about District 11. We are all dedicated and will help each other and race to the end to get things done. 

· Fall Round-Up Saturday September 19th at 2:00pm in Friend, NE 
· District 11 DEC meeting will be held on Sunday Feb 21st at 2:00pm (place to be determined yet)
· District 11 spring Convention will be held on Saturday March 20th in Wilber, NE.  


[image: Rabbit outline] DISTRICT 12 – ERMA NABER
1110 Road V – Waco NE  68460 – 402-641-6683
erma_naber@hotmail.com

Greetings!  I have been a member of Utica 49 for48 years through my husband who served the Air Force and spent one year in Viet Nam.  Neil and I have been married for 55 years and have three children and six grandkids.  There is always some activity to attend keeping up with everyone.
Neil and I have lived on the farm for 55 years and we have both joined the retirement age this year.  Our two sons are now at the helm.

No particular theme outside of "Units are leading the way and I am right behind them".  All 19 Units of Cass, Otoe, Lancaster and Seward Counties are active in promoting the Auxiliary programs. My project for my last year as President will remain the same - supporting the needs at the Lincoln VA CBOC with Linda Varejcka Deputy Representative.  District Vice-President is Jeanette Harris from Lincoln Unit 3.

My "FARM" animal for the year is the bunny.  When one is #12 in line for choosing an animal, there aren't many choices left, but I am happy with my white bunny.  It is an easy theme to build on and promote the Auxiliary programs.

Fall Round-up will be October 17 at Cornhusker Bank, 84th and O Street, Lincoln meeting beginning at 9:30 am with salad luncheon at noon hosted by Unit 3.  District Convention will be in March at Plattsmouth with more information to follow.


[image: Kitten outline]DISTRICT 13 – BOBBI ALBERS
71493 Hwy 50 – Pawnee City NE  68420 – 402-209-9784
bobbialbers@gmail.com 

Greetings from District 13. I have been a member of the Cook Unit #360 for 56 years, I am eligible thru my grandfather Melvin Marshall. I am also a Life Member of the VFW Auxiliary #8221 of Tecumseh thru my Daughter who served 2 tours in Afghanistan. I have 3 grown children and 4 grandkids, who I love spending time with.

My projects for the year are Veteran Suicide and the Give 10 for Education. My theme is "We're Stronger Together".

District 13 has 13 Units in 4 counties, we are a small but mighty District!! Are Fall Round Up will be October 3, 2026 in Johnson, NE. and our District 13 Convention will be held March 6th, 2027 in Pawnee City, NE.

The District 13 Vice President is Tana Brown from the Shubert Unit #222 and she handles the membership for me and does a great job with the Units.














SECTION 5:		RESOURCES

SENIOR UNIT NARRATIVE HISTORY RULES
(History May l, 2026, to April 30, 2027)
Submissions must be sent to the Department Historian by May 15
                                                                                                                                               Score 100 Total Points
l. Title Page (30 points):								Points______

Unit name
Unit number, Unit town
Your District number
Name of the Unit Historian
Narrative History Year 2026 to 2027

ll. Content (60 points):								Points______

The history narrative needs to be a minimum of five paragraphs and should start with
the installation of officers and end with the closure of your administrative year in
chronological order.

Within the narrative should be the unit officers, chairman, and other events or activities.
Any font can be used, and it can be typed or handwritten.

lll. Unit Historian Signature (10 points):						Points_______

Please have the Unit Historian sign the last page of the narrative.

                                                                                                                                                     Total Points________




SENIOR UNIT HISTORY BOOK
(History May 1, 2025 to April 30, 2026)
The entries will be Judged and scored according to the following criteria.
District winner must be submitted to the Department Historian by May 15.

                                                                                                                                               Score: 100 Total Points
I. Introduction, inclusions (10 scoring Points)		         		        Points__________
1. Cover: Units may use a three-ring binder or a three-ring folder that 
can hold 8 ½ x 11 paper for their entry.
2. Title Page
a. Center of the first sheet should be a color American Legion Auxiliary Emblem (any size)
b. American Legion Auxiliary Unit of ,_______________, History
c. ALA Unit administrative year mo./yr. to mo./yr. (Start of installation of Officers ending with the summary of end-of-year reports and closing events for that ALA administrative year.
d. Name of Unit historian

II. Unit information (10 scoring points)					         Points_________
1. List of elected and/or appointed Unit officers for the current administrative year
2. List of Unit chairmen or committee appointments for current administrative year
3. List of Unit or national awards received at the previous Department or National Convention

III. Content (70 scoring points) 						         Points_________
1. The ALA Unit annual history shall be written as a factual narrative beginning with the installation of Unit officers and ending with the summary of end-of-year reports and closing events for that ALA administrative year.
2. The history shall be written in third person. Please refer to "How to Record Your Unit's History” page in the National Historian Programs Action Plan.
3. Use clear, concise language with correct spelling.
4. Do not include or use computer graphics, pen or ink drawings, illustrations, extra material, newspaper clippings, or other embellishments.
5. Be sure the Unit Annual History truly represents a historical account of the Unit - what the Unit accomplished.

IV. Bonus Points (5 points)							         Points_________
1. You may include up to five (5) photo images placed throughout history. (optional)

V. Unit Historian Signature (5 points)				                        Points _________
1. The typed name/title and written signature (typed signature if submitting it electronically) of the Unit historian should immediately follow the final paragraph of the history.                                                                                                                Total Points_________
UNIT SENIOR PRAYER BOOK RULES


A prayer book is not made by the Unit Chaplain alone It is a collection of prayers and devotional thoughts by all that has meaning to each Unit member. They may be original, or they can be found by other sources if cited.

1. Cover – Blue 3-ring binder or folder with ALA emblem or brand mark            5 points______
2. Paper – Use standard size 8.5 x 11 inches 				             5 points ______
3. Introduction page – Centered on page and doubled spaced 		          15 points ______

Include the following information in the format shown



Name of the Unit #000

Address of the Unit

City, NE 00000

Department of Nebraska

Name of the Unit Chaplain, Chaplain

Name of the Unit President, President

2025-2026



4. Contents								           Total -  50 points ______ 

a) Books must be typed and each page neat and clean 		             5 points ______
b) Use only one side of the paper per sheet 	 			             5 points ______ 
c) The book should have two sections separated by a divider 	             5 points ______
 	The divider may be decorated. The sections:    Prayers
                                                                                                                Devotional Thoughts
d) Prayers may be original or of your preference. The author’s name or 
source must be listed. If the author or source is unknown, 
type “Author Unknown.” 						         15 points ______
e) Devotional thoughts may be scriptures from the Bible, poems,
or other articles. 							          15 points ______

f) Inspirational messages and captions are allowed on sheets	
with prayers or devotional thoughts. 				             5 points ______
g) Spelling – be sure to spell correctly. Check closely for errors. 	          10 points ______


5.  Summary Page – centered and double spaced                                                        15 points ______



Unit Name and Number

Department of Nebraska

Number of Members in Unit ______

__________________________________
Signature of the Unit Chaplain

__________________________________
Signature of Unit President

                                 								         100 Points _______



Please use these guidelines listed above for judging the Senior Prayer Book.











UNIT PUBLICITY BOOK GUIDELINES

Formatting should be:
· Font Size: 12
· Font: Times New Roman or Arial
· Single Spaced with Space after Paragraph.

Cover Page - Up to 5 Points
· American Legion Auxiliary Emblem 
· Unit Name, Number and Location
· Unit President Name
· Member(s) name who created the Publicity Book
2025-2026 Publicity Book

Publicity Narrative - Up to 5 Points:
Written narrative of the ways each department works to publicize the events they hold during the year. Maximum of 1 page.
· How did you use social media and newspaper/magazine/written articles to promote events to members and the community?
· Did you use the ALA’s PR Toolkit to assist in public relations?
· Were ALA members branded at all events?
· Were American Legion Family brochures available at events?
· Were video conferences (Zoom, etc.) and/or newsletters used to keep members informed?
· Was the community involved in ALA events?

Book Content - Up to 10 Points:
Books should include at least 5 of the following items in chronological order:
· Newspaper articles
· Emails to radio, TV stations, etc.
· Programs of events held
· Social Media Posts
· Other items used to promote ALA
When possible, include photos of actual events.

Bonus Points can be awarded for High-Resolution Photos or Events that are unique.  Photos should be in a high-resolution format (at least 300 DPI) or sent using the high-resolution option on your smartphone. When emailing the photo, select “actual size” before attaching to the email.
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[image: ]AMERICANISM ESSAY CONTEST 
Contest Rules 
The American Legion Auxiliary’s Americanism Essay Contest is for students in grades 3-12, including students with special needs, divided into six classes. One award in each class will be presented in each division. Winners will receive a $50 check, and a $50 donation in the student’s name will be made to the Spirit of Youth Scholarship Fund. 
Essay Title: “How can you be a beacon of light for our veterans?”
Essay Classes: 
	Class Grade Level 
	Word Requirement* 

	I 	3 and 4 
	150-250 

	II 	5 and 6 
	250-300 

	III 	7 and 8 
	350-400 

	IV 	9 and 10 
	450-500 

	V 	11 and 12 
	450-500 

	VI 	Students with special needs 
	Word count should correspond with student’s grade level 


2. The Americanism Essay Contest cover sheet must be filled out legibly and completely. Failure to do so will result in disqualification. 
3. Student or Parent/Guardian contact information is required in order to notify winners. 
4. Departments (states) will determine the deadline for the local unit contests. 
5. Essays are due from the state department chairs to the Americanism Division chairs by April 15.  
6. Essays received after the contest deadline will not be accepted. 
7. Submissions become property of the American Legion Auxiliary. Through submission of an essay, contestants and their legal guardians grant non-exclusive reproduction and publication rights to the works submitted and agree to have their names and writing published for commercial use without additional compensation or permission. 
8. The essay shall be the work of only one individual. 
9. Use of AI in writing essays is not allowed. Essays will be checked for use of AI. Any essay determined to be 30% or more AI written will be disqualified. 
10. Essays will be scored using the following rubric: 
	Word Count 
	Essay does not comply with applicable word count = 0 Essay complies with applicable word count = 5 
	5 

	Cover Sheet 
	Cover sheet is incomplete = 0 
Cover sheet is fully complete = 5 
	5 

	Topic/Theme  
	Essay does not address topic = 1 
Essay thoroughly addresses topic = 25 
	25 

	Content - Original thought 
	Essay does not display original thoughts = 1 Essay displays original thoughts = 25 
	25 

	Grammar 
	Essay is not written well grammatically and contains many spelling errors = 1 Essay has no grammatical or spelling errors = 10 
	10 

	Clarity/Coherence 
	Essay is not easily understood = 1 
Essay is clearly stated and easily understood = 10 
	10 

	Organization  
	Essay is not organized = 1 Essay is organized = 10 
	10 

	Correct Word Usage 
	Essay does not use correct word choices = 1 Essay uses correct word choices = 10 
	10 

	 
	TOTAL POSSIBLE SCORE 
	100 


THE DECISION OF THE JUDGES SHALL BE FINAL.
 	 
[image: ]AMERICANISM ESSAY CONTEST 
2026-2027 Cover Sheet 
 
The American Legion Auxiliary’s Americanism Essay Contest is for students in grades 3-12, including students with special needs, divided into six classes. One award in each class will be presented in each division. Winners will receive a $50 check, and a $50 donation in the student’s name will be made to the Spirit of Youth Scholarship Fund. 
Essay Title:
“How can you be a beacon of light for our veterans?”
 
Essay Classes: 
	Class Grade Level 
	Word Requirement* 

	I 	3 and 4 
	150-250 

	II 	5 and 6 
	250-300 

	III 	7 and 8 
	350-400 

	IV 	9 and 10 
	450-500 

	V 	11 and 12 
	450-500 

	VI 	Students with special needs 
	Word count should correspond with student’s grade level 


THE DECISION OF THE JUDGES SHALL BE FINAL. 
Essay Checklist: 
	Class competing in   	 
	Sponsoring ALA unit   	  
     Typed or neatly written essay conforming to the word requirement for class 
     Completed essay cover sheet as first page of essay 
     Word count of essay   
     Due date for student to return to ALA unit   	 
 To be completed by the student and parent/guardian:                         *Please write legibly in ink.	  
Student Name:	
Parent/Guardian Name:	
Student or Parent/Guardian Address (Street, city State, Zip):	
	
Student or Parent/Guardian Email Address:	
Student or Parent/Guardian Phone:	
Parent/Guardian Name and Signature
School Name:	
Teacher Name:	
School City/State:	
Auxiliary Use Only (Must be completed for entry to be considered.) 
Sponsoring Unit Name/Number:   	 	  
Signature of Unit Americanism Chair:   	 	  
Unit Winner Due to Department on:  	Department: 	 
Signature of Department Chair:   	 	 
Department Winners Due to National Americanism Division Chair by April 15, 2027
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