American Legion Auxiliary
LEGION District 11 Newsletter

AUXILIARY March 2026

New News:
From the York County Veterans Service Office in the York County Courthouse.
VetMOM Dental Clinic:

As some of you may have heard, the dates of the fourth annual VetMOM Dental Clinic have been
finalized for 2026. The clinic will be held from Friday, August 28, 2026, through the Saturday, August 29th at
the same site as the previous three VetMOM events (Titan Armory, 789 Co Rd J, Yutan, NE 68073), with
Thursday the 27th being a set-up day. We anticipate having volunteer and patient registration websites live at
the end of May or the beginning of June. There will be limited dentures appointments again this year, so be
sure to let your veterans know not to procrastinate once registration is open. More information to come as
more details are worked out.

Respectfully,

Levi E. Bennett,
Deputy Director

Nebraska Department of Veterans’ Affairs
301 Centennial Mall South, 4th Floor

PO Box 95083

Lincoln, NE 68509-5083

Office: 402-471-2448

Cell: 531-739-8032

levi.bennett@nebraska.gov

VA Accreditation # 45721

For more information as to what VetMOM is look it up on the https://veterans.nebraska.gov and search for

VetMOM

Give us a call if you have any questions or contact your local Veteran Service Officer.

Depression is one of the leading causes of death among our Veterans. So please “Be The One” if you know of
one of our Veterans struggling with depression. Veterans Crisis Line is Dial 988 press 1. You may also sign up
for “Be the One” training on the American Legion’s website https://www.legion.org/ under the Information
Center tab there is a calendar tab from there you can see the dates and times that are available. These are via
zoom and are free to do. This is very informative and may give you some tools to help a Veteran in need.
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To help raise money for President Ruth’s Project AEF they are going to have a competition & silent auction at
our June Convention in Columbus. Each District is going to be making a basket to bring to the Convention. The
theme is "“Stirring up Member’s”. Baskets are going to be judged based on our version of Stirring up Members
and will be judged on the Friday night of the Convention. They will announce the winner on Saturday before
we break for lunch. Winner will receive $25. All the baskets will be on the silent auction on Saturday. The
winners will be announced Saturday night after the Oratorical competition. I any of the units/counties would
like to contribute to the District 11 basket please bring your items/ideas (I am open to ideas) to the District 11
Convention on March 21,

Also please bring Auction items for the District 11 Convention so we can auction those items off between the
joint meeting and our regular session. Please have those items there at the beginning of the day so we can all
look over what is there.

Correction from my last Newsletter:

Please send your Prayer & History Books to Donna and Cindy by March 14" so they can judge them. Please
look in the 2025-2026 ABC Book in the Resource section for the guidelines and rules. You can find the ABC
book on the https://nebraskalegionaux.net website.

Please send your Prayer Book:

Donna Schweer
320 Meridian Road
Bruning, NE 68322

Please send your History Books to:

Cindy Lugan
4912 W Zeamer St
Lincoln, NE 68524

POPPY CENTERPIECE CONTEST

The following rules apply to both the Senior Poppy Centerpieces.

e Remove the labels from the poppies used in the centerpiece.

e SENIORS—use Department President Ruth’s theme “Stirring up Members”

» Poppies must be predominant, using a sufficient number of poppies to make a nice arrangement.

¢ The American Flag MAY NOT be used in the centerpiece.

« Centerpieces should have a maximum height of 12 inches and width of 12 inches to allow for
viewing from all sides.

 SENIOR centerpieces are the work of a member of the Unit displaying it.

« Unit name, number, and town should be securely affixed to the bottom of the centerpiece.

e Each District winning centerpiece will be eligible for the Department winning centerpiece.

Let's talk Dues Ladies,

Let’s try to get those dues in please! District 11 been knocked back down to 4th place. We really need to
keep working on getting them dues in. Please be making those calls to your members that don't regularly
come to your meetings. Our organization cannot run without them. Please, get your dues in as early as you
can and don’t hold to them, get them sent in as soon as you receive them! I would really hate to see someone
miss out on a chance to use the Auxiliary Emergency Fund because the membership chairman didn't send in
dues right away. If you need help calling or texting people in your Unit let me know. Let's make District 11 #1
again this year!!
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DISTRICT 11 JUNIORS CONVENTION
Sunday, March 22
Ohiowa Legion Post
Registration 1:00 pm — Meeting 1:30 pm

Honorary District 11 Junior President Kara Hecke invites all Junior members of District
11 to Ohiowa on Sunday, March 22, for the District 11 Juniors Convention. Of course,
Senior members are also invited and welcome.

Registration will begin at 1:00 pm, and the meeting will start at 1:30 pm. Registration
cost will be $3 for Juniors and $5 for Seniors. A meal of spaghetti, salad, garlic bread,
and cookies will be served. An RSVP is requested, but not required. Please RSVP by
Monday, March 15, to Vicki Ozenbaugh at 402-759-0411 (text or leave message) or
ala.ozenbaugh@gmail.com.

Items to bring for judging must be there by 1:00 pm and are:

o Poppy Centerpiece (follow the guidelines for the Senior centerpiece, but using
Honorary Department Junior President Erica’s theme — Quilting and Comforting
for our Veterans’ Valor). Guidelines are in the ABC Book.

e Prayer Book (follow the guidelines for the Senior prayer book; guidelines in the
ABC Book).

e Poppy Crafts — Group category and items are:

o Group 1 - Grades K to 3 - place card, tray favor, or card
o Group 2 — Grades 4" to 8" - place card, tray favor, card, tree ornament
o Group 3 — Grades 9" to 12" — wreath, swag, tree ornament






