
A L A  D i s t r i c t  1 1  N e w s l e t t e r  
J a n u a r y  &  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 5  

P a g e  1 | 3 
 

American Legion Auxiliary 
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January and  February 2025 

 
 

Amanda’s Theme 

 
 Let’s make her 

theme a part of 

who we are. 

 

 
 

MILITARY FAMILIES MATTER  

 

 

 
 

My project for the year is to distribute to grade 

schools in District 11, the Ready 2 Help card 

game from FEMA and the Prepare with Pedro 

information packets with 

coloring book and activity 

book from Red Cross. 
 

READY.GOV  - use this to 

download a copy of the 

Pedro Activity Book and the 

Preparedness Card Game. 

 

 

 
 

  

Cindy Summers Lugan, President 

1011 K St, #207 

Fairbury NE  68352 

402.713.1121 (call/text) 
CindyL_Dist11Pres2023@hotmail.com 

ckslugan@gmail.com 

Are you the next District 11 

President or Vice-President? 
District 11 is in need of nominations or 

volunteers to fill both the President and 

Vice-President positions. These are 

elected positions that occur at the District 

11 Convention on March 22nd in Crete.  

It would be nice to have names to place in 

the March newsletter, so members have a 

chance to learn more about the 

nominees/volunteers. 

Those Counties having meetings soon, 

please bring this up at your meetings  

DISTRICT 11 MEMORIAL SERVICES 

Please send the names of your Post, Unit, Squadron 

and Riders deceased members since last year’s 

District Convention (March 16, 2024) to Vicki 

Ozenbaugh by Saturday, March 8, 2025. Names may 

be mailed to 515 Road 18, Ohiowa, NE 68416, 

emailed to Ala.ozenbaugh@gmail.com  OR  call at 

402.759.0411. 

PLEASE INCLUDE: 

1. Post, Unit, Squadron, Riders –name and 

number of Post, Unit, Squadron and Riders. 

2. Member’s name, Branch of Service and title 

if a Legionnaire. 

mailto:Ala.ozenbaugh@gmail.com
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DISTRICT 11 CONVENTION 

Saturday, March 22, 2025 

Registration 9:30 am 

Meetings begin at 10:00 am 

Crete VFW/Legion Club 

 

Are you getting ready for our District 11 

Convention?  I Am! Don’t forget to bring your 

Poppy Centerpiece. Here are the rules sent out 

by Department President Amanda: 

POPPY CENTERPIECE CONTEST  

The following rules apply to both the Senior 

Poppy Centerpieces. 

• Remove the labels from the poppies used in 

the centerpiece. 

• SENIORS—use Department President 

Amanda Washburn’s theme — Always 

Remembering Their Service  

• Poppies must be predominant, using a 

sufficient number of small or large poppies or a 

combination of both to make a nice 

arrangement.  

• The American Flag MAY NOT be used in the 

centerpiece.  

• Centerpieces should have a maximum height 

of 12 inches and width of 12 inches to allow for 

viewing from all sides.  

• SENIOR centerpieces are the work of a 

member of the Unit displaying it.  

• Unit name, number, and town should be 

securely affixed to the bottom of the 

centerpiece.  

• Each District winning centerpiece will be 

eligible for the Department winning 

centerpiece. 
 

Center pieces will be judged the morning of 

Convention. They need to be there and ready 

to be judged by 9:30 a.m. 
 

Is someone from your Unit putting together a 

Prayer Book? Or a History Book? The Prayer 

Book needs to be sent to Jan Holtmeier, 134 

County Road Y, Tobias NE 68453. The History 

Book goes to Alice Vieselmeyer, 112 S Pine St, 

Friend NE  68359. Both of these books need to 

be sent by March 13 so that they have time to 

reach Jan or Alice and give them time to judge 

your books. 

I am asking that each Unit bring an item for our 

RAFFLE. It can be most anything. Kolaches, 

cookies, brownies, jams/jellies, and unique 

items. Last year someone brought wreaths – 

very unique and some very funny. Don’t forget 

the Wine. The Raffle items need to be there 

before the meeting starts so attendees can look 

them over. Raffle happens after our noon meal. 

I do not have an item for sale for my President’s 

Project. If you get online, check out Ready.GOV 

as this is where the Pedro the Penguin 

materials are located. They also have the Ready 

2 Help card game. If you can help with getting 

these items to your school(s) that would be 

great! Just let me know what schools you have 

sent this information to.  Thanks! 

This year is ELECTION YEAR. We need 

nominees for President and Vice-President. 

Marla would love to continue on as president 

but has way too much to do right now. 

According to our Bylaws, Marla can come back 

as a president or vice-president in two years. I 

DEFINITELY recommend Marla for the future. 

Items for discussion include the donations to 

the VA centers and elections.  

Not everything is planned yet but will let you 

know later! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does your Unit or County have upcoming 

meetings?  Please let President Cindy 

know so that she can put it in next month’s 

calendar of events. I’ve listed the ones I 

know of in this newsletter’s CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS. 
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Calendar of Events 

2025 

FEBRUARY 2 Groundhog Day 

  3 York Unit Meeting 

  9 Jefferson County Meeting, 

  Plymouth, 2 pm 

 10 Hebron Unit Meeting 

 11 Fairbury Unit Meeting 

14 Valentine’s Day 

17 President’s Day 

18 Ohiowa Unit Meeting 

 23 District Executive Meeting, 

     Ohiowa Legion Hall, 1:30 pm 

27 Thayer County Meeting,  

Bruning, 6 pm 

MARCH     4 Crete Unit Meeting 

  9 Daylight Savings Time 

 10 York County Meeting 

 13 Alexandria Unit Meeting 

  17 St. Patrick’s Day 

 20 Spring Begins 

 22 District 11 Convention, 

       10 am, Crete VFW/Legion 

 25 Plymouth Unit Meeting 

 

CELEBRATION DAYS 
February 17 – March 5 

FEB   17 Random Acts of Kindness Day 

 20 National Love Your Pet Day 

 22 George Washington’s Birthday 

 28 Rare Disease Day 

MAR 1 Zero Discrimination Day 

  Peace Corps Day 

  Women’s History Month 

 3 National Anthem Day 

 4 National Hug A G.I. Day 

  National Grammar Day 

 5 International Day for 

Disarmament and Non-

Proliferation Awareness 

 5  Ash Wednesday 

 

                 

2024-2025 

District Officers and Chairs include: 
 

Marla Furrow, Vice-President 

Membership and Junior Activities 

Marlamae58@yahoo.com 
 

Karen White, Secretary/Treasurer 

kswhite60@icloud.com 
 

Deb Albers, Parliamentarian 

Bylaws Chair 

Dalbers727@gmail.com 
 

Jan Holtmeier, Chaplain 

Gjh41@yahoo.com 
 

Alice Vieselmeyer, Historian 

alicevies@aol.com 

 

Mary Beth Coffey, Poppy Chair 

ac23918@gmail.com 
 

Tammy Steer, Publicity Chair 

Chaqueen1969@yahoo.com 
 

Julia Pohlman, Music Chair 

Ejpohlmann1@gmail.com 
 

Vicky Thompson,  

Immediate Past President 

vsbunker@hotmail.com 

 

 

DEPARTMENT MID-YEAR – NORFOLK 

The Mid-Year conference held January 19-21 

was a success!  Everything was educational 

and informative. Lots of networking between 

members occurred.  

Department Convention will be held June 25-

29 in Columbus at the Quality Inn, 265 33rd 

Ave.  Reservations can be made at 

402.564.1492, cost is $109.95/night. 

Washington Conference is February 22-26 in 

DC at the Washington Hilton. 

National Convention will be in Tampa, FL, 

August 22-28. Nebraska is at the Barrymore 

Hotel.  PLEASE NOTE LOCATION 

CHANGE FOR District 11 

CONVENTION to CRETE 
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