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   DEPARTMENT of NEBRASKA   

PO Box 5227 - 5600 P Street - Lincoln, Nebraska 68504 

402*466*1808 – neaux@windstream.net 

 

PRESIDENT VICKI’S DECEMBER DASHES 

The holidays are upon us! Just a few “dashes” to share this month. 
 

MID-YEAR will be happening soon! Have you made your reservations?  Call 402-379-3833 
for your reservation. Remember your item for the auction. Proceeds for the National 
Emergency Fund and Auxiliary Emergency Fund. Remember to bring items for the Winter 
Warmth and Care kits (Gloves/mittens, scarves, stocking caps, socks, body lotion, chap 
stick). Another item came to mind—hand warmers. And if you would like to visit the Norfolk 
Veterans Home, RSVP to me by December 20. 
 

ARE YOU THE ONE to be a future leader of the Nebraska ALA Department? Candidates 
can announce their intent to run for an office at Mid-Year. If you have questions, reach out 
to Past Department Presidents or the current officers. We are here to help you. 
 

MEMBERSHIP PUSH to reach 100% by December 30. Let’s get those dues sent in! 
 

NEW BRANDING LOOK for the American Legion Auxiliary. If you haven’t heard the news, 
there is a new look for the ALA brand. See the basics on pages 2 and 3. 
 

UPDATES FOR THE ABC BOOK are included in 
this newsletter. They are for Americanism, History, 
Juniors, and Public Relations. Add these to your 
ABC Book and make them available to the chair of 
each of these programs. 
 

YOUR JANUARY NEWSLETTER will have the 
details for National President Vickie Koutz’ visit. I 
hope you can join us along her “tour” through parts 
of Nebraska! 
 

CHRISTMAS 
BLESSINGS 

TO ALL! 
 

Patriotism is faith 
in the future. 

 

 
President Vicki 
Never Forget, 

Ever Honor 

 

CONTENTS 
President Vicki – Auxiliary Brand Mark 

Secretary Jacki – Americanism – History - 
Juniors – Membership – VA Homes/Medical 

Center Needs & Winter Warmth & Care Kits - 
Public Relations – 

District Convention Schedule - Mid-Year Auction 
Flyer –  

 
 
 

mailto:neaux@windstream.net
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Auxiliary Brand Mark 

 

Purpose of the Brand Mark 

The American Legion Auxiliary brand mark was created to address the need to modernize 
the American Legion Auxiliary brand to appeal to the next generation. Moreover, the new 
brand mark takes into consideration a host of applications that the original emblem could 
never have anticipated. Those include digital and social media, special event and sports 
marketing, lifestyle apparel and more. 
  

Brand Mark versus Emblem 

Going forward, the brand mark is to be used in all marketing communications applications, 
while the emblem should be reserved for official documents and communications. 
  

In application 

The following guidelines offer direction in terms of when to use the emblem or one of the 
brand marks. While most applications will be clearly defined, inevitably some instances 
may straddle the line between two areas. In those cases, use discretion based on the 
intended audience. When choosing a brand mark option, default to what is most visually 
pleasing in that application. For example, the word mark should almost always be used in 
embroidery. 
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Brand Mark Options 

• advertising 
• apparel (use word mark for embroidery) 
• business cards, letterhead, email signatures 
• credentials, event badges 
• press releases 
• digital (apps, web, social, PowerPoint presentations) 
• promotional communications (flyers, handouts, etc.) 
• events (signs, backdrops, tents, tablecloths, swag/giveaways) 

 

 Emblem 

• uniform caps 
• financial documents 
• history books 
• flags 
• legal affairs 
• internal manuals & guides 
• reports & resolutions 
• awards (option emblem or brand) 
• building signage (option emblem or brand) 
• formal government communications (option emblem or brand) 
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Greetings from the Department Staff 
 

Over the past few months I have sent out numerous forms to each unit. I pull the address 
information of the Unit Presidents from a leadership report, but there are some unit’s that do 
not have Unit Presidents. If your unit does not have a President, please send me the 
member information for who should receive newsletters and other documents from the 
Department office. 
 

I have sent out the ALAMIS invoices with the current users listed on the form. I need to 
receive ALL of those forms back with payment prior to the December 15 deadline. Of course, 
I will accept late payments, but the user will be dropped on January 1 if not received by that 
date.  
 

The 8822B forms were sent to each Unit that I file the 990E – NP tax form for. If I do not 
hear from you, the responsible party will remain the same. Filing the tax form is very time 
consuming so it is extremely important to have the correct information at Department 
Headquarters by January 1 so the filing can begin. 
 

Our Financial Advisor, Julie Totten, has landed in cozy Arizona for a few  months, which 
leaves me to enter donations and membership checks for deposits. You might notice that 
the checks are not being deposited as quickly as they have in the past, but do not fear-- they 
will be deposited.  
 

The checks for online payments, PUFL unit portions and over/under payments for 
membership dues payments have been sent to the Unit remit to/membership chairperson. I 
am sure I made some “unknown” mistakes. Please kindly let me know, and I will correct any 
issues you may have. 
 

Obviously, it has been a busy time at the Department. Besides all of the above, Roxanne 
has been processing membership dues daily. Roxanne works from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm. I 
do have a cell phone that the calls should be forwarded to after she leaves. If that doesn’t 
happen, you can reach me on my cell at 712-574-5070. I do have a full-time job, so if you 
call at a busy time, I will return your call. 
 
Since some Units will not be meeting this month, your January Newsletter will have two 
important forms. One will be the 2024 Unit Dues Data Form (this amount is what you will 
collect for your 2024 membership dues) and the other will be the  Unit Leadership Form. 
Both are valuable in providing the necessary information to the National Headquarters for 
the mailings coming from National, including the 2024 dues notices. 
 

Enjoy your Holidays. May God 
watch over you and your loved 
ones. 
 
Be blessed, 
Jacki O 
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AMERICANISM AWARDS 
 

Tina Nelson 
 

DEPARTMENT OF NEBRASKA AWARD 
 
TOWNSEND TROPHY FOR AMERICANISM ESSAY 
 
This award is a traveling plaque that is presented to the Unit that does the best in public 
relations and promotion of the Americanism Essay Contest and with the most participation 
in proportion to their membership/area. Ways to promote the Americanism Essay Contest 
could include visiting schools, letters to teachers, newsprint promotion, radio, and television 
coverage. as well as utilizing public relations in a follow-up promotion in the print and air 
medias of the Unit who was chosen as the winner along with the winning essay. 
 
 
Materials and Guidelines 

• A narrative report must be submitted in typewritten form, not to exceed 500 words. 
The narrative should tell the story of how your Unit promoted the Americanism Essay 
Contest from start to finish.  

• The narrative must be postmarked by May 1, 2023, and sent to Department 
Americanism Chair Tina Nelson (503 N Brown Ave, Clay Center NE 68933). 

• If your Unit is selected as the winner, a follow-up promotion in the print and air media 
for public relations should be utilized, including the winning essay. 

 
 

NATIONAL AWARD IN AMERICANISM 
 
DOROTHY PEARL MOST OUTSTANDING AMERICANISM PROGRAM 
 
Recognition via announcement at the National Convention for one Unit Americanism chair 
that reports the most outstanding Americanism program targeted to Children and Youth. The 
entry will be submitted by the Department Americanism Chair, Tina Nelson, via the electronic 
entry on the National website. 
 
Materials and Guidelines 

• A narrative report must be submitted in typewritten form, not to exceed 1,000 words 
in a word or pdf format. 

• The entry may include pictures (jpg, jpeg, and/or tif only). 

• The entry may include a video (wmv, mpg, or mpeg!*). 

• Your entry must be received by May 1, 2023. 
 
With the change in submitting the entry to National (utilizing an electronic entry), do not be 
discouraged to submit your outstanding Americanism program. Your Chair and Department 
Officers will help in any way to make your entry “electronic” and eligible. 
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HISTORIAN 
Amanda Washburn 

5230 N 148th Street – Lincoln, NE 68527 
Phone: 402-480-1472 Email: amandafaye33@gmail.com 

 

Senior Unit History Book Rules 
(History April 1, 2021 to March 31, 2022) 

District winner must be submitted to the Department Historian by June 1 
 

Cover (10 points): Units may use a three-ring binder or three-ring folder that can hold 8 ½ 
X 11 paper for their entry. In the center of the first sheet should be a color American Legion 
Auxiliary Emblem (any size) and the words “History Book”. 
 
Title Page (25 points): Listed on the second page should be the Unit name, Unit number, 
Unit town, the District number, name of the Unit Historian, and History Book Year 2021 to 
2022.  
 
Content (60 points): The history narrative needs to be a minimum of five paragraphs and 
should start with the installation of officers and the close of your administrative year in 
chronological order. Within the narrative should be the unit officers, chairman, and other 
events or activities. Any font can be used, and it can be typed or handwritten. 
 
Unit Historian Signature (5 points): Please have the Unit Historian sign the last page of 
the narrative.  
 
Bonus Points: A Unit can earn one extra bonus point for including 3 photos of Unit Members 
participating in Unit Activities or one Unit Event Invitation or Program.  
 

 
Senior Unit Narrative History Rules 

(History April 1, 2022 to March 31, 2023) 
Submissions must be sent to the Department Historian by June 1 

 
 
Title Page (30 points): Listed on the first page should be Unit name, Unit number, Unit 
town, the District number, name of the Unit Historian, and Narrative History Year 2022 to 
2023.  
 
Content (60 points): The history narrative needs to be a minimum of five paragraphs and 
should start with the installation of officers and the close of your administrative year in 
chronological order. Within the narrative should be the unit officers, chairman, and other 
events or activities. Any font can be used, and it can be typed or handwritten. 
 
Unit Historian Signature (10 points): Please have the Unit Historian sign the last page of 
the narrative.  
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JUNIORS 

Lisa Moore 

Are you bringing Juniors to Mid-Year in Norfolk?  Weather permitting, they have been invited 
to participate in the Norfolk Veterans Home Horse Races on Saturday afternoon.  It should 
be a great time to interact with our Heroes.  Let me know if your Juniors will be there, so we 
can give a count to the Home. Text or Call 402-821-7077. 
 
Is your Unit utilizing your Juniors?  Are they assisting with meetings?  Are they helping with 
your social media?  Let me know, there could be a prize involved.  Write it down and send it 
to me or email it. 
 
Don’t forget about the Department Junior Convention on March 11th in Dorchester.  There 
will be fun, the dreaded business, singing, crafts, and did I mention fun?  The Department 
Junior Convention has many ways to get involved: 
 
Junior History Book – write it down, put it in a notebook, or 3-pronged folder and bring it 
to convention. 
 
Junior Prayer Book – Collect prayers and assemble them in a notebook or 3-pronged 
folder, and you guessed it, bring it to convention. 
 
Junior Publicity Book – If the Juniors received publicity, assemble them in a notebook or 
folder, if it is Facebook, take a screen shot and print it out, put them in a notebook or 3-
pronged folder and you know what to do by now. 
 
And don’t forget the poppy contests: 
 
Poppy Centerpiece – Use the same rules as the Seniors. 
 
Poppy Craft Contest – And last, but not least, did you do any crafts?   Did you make place 
cards, cards, door hangers?  Assemble them on a poster, label what they were used for, 
and bring the poster to the Junior Convention for judging. 
 
You may enter one (1) entry per member per contest. I’m changing it up a little.  If you have 
two girls in the same age group, they may both enter the same contest, but only once. I want 
to see as many entries as possible. 
 
Age groups:     Group 1 – K-3rd grade  

Group 2 – 4th – 8th grade    
Group 3 – 9th – 12th Tiny Tots 

 
 
 

JUNIORS CONTINUED ON BACK 
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JUNIORS CONTINUED 
 

RULES FOR THE BOOK ENTRIES 
Keep it simple. 

Narrative form for the History Book. 
 

 
ALL BOOK ENTRIES 

Title page:  
Name of Junior submitting entry 
Unit name and number 
Senior Officers listed 
Dates of history: from – to 
Date of entry 

 
 
Don’t forget about the National contests: 
 Junior Member of the Year 
 Most Outstanding Unit Junior Program 
 Best Media Coverage of a Junior Activity 
 Little Miss Poppy 
All information and submission forms can be found at ALAforVeterans.org. 
 
You don’t have to have an active Junior group – just a Junior who wants to do something for 
the Veterans or their Unit.   
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MEMBERSHIP STRATEGY AGAIN 
Beverly A. Neel, Chair 

57576 847th Road, Wayne NE 68787-7080 
402 369 0152  bbneel1912@gmail.com 

 

Here we are again.  On October 11, 2022, a project was stated to clean up the “LOST 
ADDRESSES” on the ALAMIS system provided by National.  I wrapped up my end of it on 
November 10, 2022, with emailing each Unit with “Lost Addresses” the data they needed to 
verify and submit to the Department.  From pulling up the data again on November 15, 2022, 
there are many Units that have not done anything to get their members’ data verified, 
updated and reported.  With 298 Units to have oversight of, it is impossible for one to do 
your work.  Each Unit is responsible to its members and at some point, this has to sink in 
and become a habit for the Unit.   
 

What is “LOST ADDRESSES” and why should we be concerned?  The National organization 
has created this depository for returned mailed  addresses because there is something 
wrong in the mailing addresses of members.  It could be a transposed letter in a name, 
street, city, state, or number.  It could be the zip code.  We are learning that the last 4 digits 
of the 9-digit zip code are a huge problem.  We can take them off and see if it becomes a 
“GOOD ADDRESS” but then we fail because we took the easy route and did not verify the 
members’ data to ensure all is in order. 
 

So now we continue to prod along this road to get each member on this list verified.  Without 
verification they will remain on the “Lost Addresses” list and will NOT get the National 
magazine and the Auxiliary STAR.  Not to mention each item that is returned to the 
Department and the National organization is an unfair expense to those entities.  Perhaps 
we should pass the returned mail expense on to the Unit?  Would that change our habit?  
Perhaps not, but when it comes to an unneeded expense in a budget, it quickly gets 
attention.  We are trying to get the job done before that option is considered. 
 

Plus, each Unit should know its members and could create a contact team to do the 
verification process each year.  We have Unit Officers who could take on this task.  Lead by 
example.  How simple a thought?  No matter how a Unit verifies each member’s mailing 
address, phone number, email address, year joined, etc., it has to be done.  Your Unit 
Membership Chair/Clerk cannot possibly do this alone.  Please lend that helping hand now.   
 

To close out this Membership message please know that there are many Units that have 
done everything they possibly can to keep current and it is greatly appreciated.  There are 
those same Units who have sent back the simple Unit data form to this Chair to provide 
contact data for its Membership Chair/Clerk, Treasurer and President.  Why these three?  
Because I will reach out to the Membership Chair/Clerk first; and if I cannot reach that 
person, I will contact the Treasurer and then the President.  Each should know the status of 
the dues process.  Have we received dues, have they been deposited, have they been 
transmitted to the Department and how many more renewals do we have to collect, what is 
the plan to get it done.  So if you are a Unit with a yellow page in your Membership packet, 
I would appreciate receiving it soon.   
 
Blessings to all. 

 

mailto:bbneel1912@gmail.com
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VETERAN HOMES & MEDICAL CENTER NEEDS 
 

For the Mid-Year Conference request to bring items for our Veteran Homes and Medical 
Centers, it appears that snack items and food for their food pantries are a staple for all 
locations. To help all locations, we will split the items brought accordingly.  Items to consider 
bringing are: 

✓ Individual size snacks (including sugar-free or diabetic friendly) 
➢ Small cookie packs 
➢ Snack crackers (peanut butter or cheese crackers) 
➢ Granola bars 
➢ Fruit Snacks 
➢ Granola bars 
➢ Pudding cups 
➢ Snack size chips 
➢ Trail Mix or Nuts 

 
✓ Food Pantry 

➢ Canned Soup (pop open style lid) 
➢ Dry Cereal 
➢ Instant oatmeal packs 
➢ Ready-to-eat Meals (Ravioli, spaghetti-o’s, Mac-n-cheese with pop open style 

lid) 
➢ Tuna pouches or tuna in a can (pop open style lid) 
➢ Peanut Butter 
➢ Spaghetti  
➢ Spaghetti Sauce 
➢ Chicken in a can (pop open style lid) 
➢ Rice 
➢ Any non-perishable food 

 
✓ Drinks 

➢ Bottled Water 
➢ Gatorade 
➢ Ensure 
➢ Crystal light, Kool-Aid, or Gatorade type packets 

 

“WINTER WARMTH & CARE” KITS 
 

For this Mid-Year project, we will be collecting the following items for our female and male 
homeless Veterans. 

❖ Stocking caps/scarves 
❖ Mittens/gloves 
❖ Socks 
❖ Hand warmers 
❖ Hand/body lotion 
❖ Chapstick 
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2022/2023 PUBLICITY AWARD GUIDELINES 

Kimberly Gurley, Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member Award: ALA Brand Ambassador 

Award: ALA Brand Ambassador -Citation for One member in each District – Shows 

Excellence in Showcasing ALA’s unique branding. 

• Presented to: One member in each district who achieves excellence in promotion of 
the American Legion Auxiliary with their use of social media, appearance in public 
wearing ALA-branded apparel, and other activities that showcase the Auxiliary’s 
unique branding through visual identity 

• Materials and guidelines: 
o Document with action photographs, screen shots, and other evidence of 

brand promotion activities 
• Activity must occur between May 1 prior to the start of the current admin year and 

May 1 before the end of the current admin year 
• All entries must be submitted via electronic form by 5 p.m. CST on May 1. 

Unit Award: ALA Mission Focused Social Media Account 

• Presented to units with active social media accounts 
o Must have a maintained account focused on the mission of the ALA 
o Encourage postings of VCAF/NVCAF or POW/MIA Awareness 
o Must conform to ALA Branding Guide 

• Materials and guidelines: 
o Document with screenshots/photos of social media postings 
o Social media account URL 

• All unit entries must be submitted by the department chairman via electronic form by 
5 p.m. CST on May 1,2023 

 

PUBLICITY AWARDS CONTINUED ON BACK 

 

https://member.legion-aux.org/National-Awards-Form
https://member.legion-aux.org/National-Awards-Form
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PUBLICITY CONTINUED 

Department Award: Best Department Public Relations 

• One Unit that will be submitted to the Northwest for the National award ( One 
department in each division (5) to departments that exhibit outstanding use of public 
relations). 

• Materials and guidelines: 
o Articles, newsletters, pictures of displays, ALA events, speeches, website 

address, social media activity, etc. 
o Narrative not to exceed 500 words 

• All entries must be submitted by the department chairman via electronic form by 5 
p.m. CST on May 1. 

Photo: - one award department wide for the best photo submitted and used in the Star, 
newspaper, or social media, that shows the ALA mission. 

• Always ensure your posts are about the ALA and our mission. Think about what 

• this picture is showing the public. Are we showing them we are having a good 

• time or are we showing a picture of us serving the mission? If you have a picture 

• of someone that is not a member, make sure you have their permission to use the 

photo. Tell them where and how you will be using this photo. 

• Use action photos if possible. Remember, do not use pictures with alcoholic 

beverages in the photo. 

• Remember, the American Legion and the Auxiliary are apolitical, so never use 

• political pictures  

• All entries must be submitted by the department chairman via electronic form by 5 
p.m. CST on May 1 

Fine Print: 

• Submissions become property of the American Legion Auxiliary National 

Headquarters. Through submission of reports and award entries, the submitter 

grants nonexclusive reproduction and publication rights to the materials submitted 

and agrees to have their names and submission published for ALA use or 

commercial use without additional compensation or permission. 

• Please fill out the information as completely and accurately as possible. Award 

certificates will be completed using the information given on this sheet, so please be 

sure to complete the electronic form  

• Please refer to the webpage for the specific criteria such as photographs, narrative 

length, submission deadline, and point of contact. All awards will be mailed to the 

department office after ALA National Convention. Department presidents may wish 

to recognize award recipients by presenting them with the award at a department 

function. 

• Please note – when applicable, Unit, District and Department deadlines differ. 

National Awards Form Link: https://www.legion-aux.org/National-Awards-Form  

https://member.legion-aux.org/National-Awards-Form
https://member.legion-aux.org/National-Awards-Form
https://www.legion-aux.org/National-Awards-Form
https://www.legion-aux.org/National-Awards-Form
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2023 DISTRICT CONVENTIONS 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 

(Unless otherwise noted, times are Central Time.) 

DISTRICT OFFICER 
ATTENDING 

DATE LOCATION REGISTRATION  

1 President 
Vicki 

Sat.,  
March 25 

206 Sprague St 
Rushville 

7:30 am  
Mountain Time 

2 President 
Vicki 

Sun.,  
March 12 

Atkinson Post 86 
Atkinson 

9:30 am 

3 President 
Vicki 

Sat.,  
March 18 

City Audit - 424 Main St 
Winside 

8:30 am 

4 President 
Vicki 

Sat.,  
April 1 

1425 9th St 
Gering 

9:30 am 
Mountain Time 

5 President 
Vicki 

Sat., 
March 11 

Heartland Museum 
Lexington 

9:30 am 

6 President 
Vicki 

Sat.,  
March 4 

1223 Central Ave 
Kearney 

8:30 am 

7 Historian 
Amanda 

Sat.,  
March 18 

224 Oak St 
Dodge 

9:30 am 

8 President 
Vicki 

Sat.,  
Feb. 11 

705 Main St 
Herman 

8:30 am 

9 Historian 
Amanda 

Sat.,  
March 11 

201 Garlick Ave 
Curtis 

9:30 am 

10 Historian 
Amanda 

Sat.,  
Feb. 18 

208 W Harlan 
Wilcox 

9:30 am 

11 Chaplain 
Ruth 

Sat.,  
March 25 

701 Dorsey 
Beatrice 

9:30 am 

12 Chaplain 
Ruth 

Sat.,  
March 18 

115 Locust 
Hickman 

8:30 am 

13 President 
Vicki 

Sat.,  
Feb. 18 

721 Harlan St 
Falls City 

9:00 am 
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POST & SHARE WITH ALL – WE CAN DO THIS !!! 

 

AUXILIARY EMERGENCY FUND (AEF) 

American Legion Auxiliary – Department of Nebraska 

 

NATIONAL EMERGENCY FUND (NEF) 

The American Legion – Department of Nebraska 
 

Joining forces to raise funds 
 

MID-YEAR CONFERENCE 

Norfolk Lodge & Suites at Divots 

4200 West Norfolk Avenue 

Norfolk NE 
 

SATURDAY – JANUARY 14, 2023 

FOLLOWING ORATORICAL CONTEST 
 

LIVE AUCTION 

EVERYONE IS INVITED 
 

MEMBERS – UNITS – POSTS – SQUADRONS – CHAPTERS 

Bring an item to donate for the auction 

Proceeds will be divided between AEF and NEF 

 

Your continued dedication and support of our 

members are greatly appreciated 

 

Get involved – Get invested – Reap the Rewards 

We can all make the difference 

 
 

POST & SHARE WITH ALL – WE CAN DO THIS !!! 


